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17th February 2015 
 
Dear Ms Ireland 
 
Following the Parish Council’s request for an extension to the deadline relating to the 
Strategic Growth Options Consultation, we have been duly informed, in a meeting held this 
morning with Eric Pickles MP, that you have turned down an extension of time but have 
agreed to receiving a revised response from us on completion of further information 
gathering. 
 
At this time, we are submitting our outline response to the Strategic Growth Options 
consultation, but are formally reserving our right to respond further in due course.  Our 
reasons for this are numerous and include: 
 

 The Strategic Growth Options Consultation and Dunton Garden Suburb Consultation are 
being run in parallel.  The Strategic Growth Options Consultation specifically considers 
spatial options and specific sites to be considered as part of the Brentwood Local 
Development Plan.  The Dunton Garden Suburb proposal is a key spatial option and 
indeed, a key specific site.  As such, the two consultations are inextricably linked, and 
closing one before the other reduces the ability for reasoned and balanced responses 
across all of the key issues being consulted on. 

 That you have stated that you have agreed to receive our response after the Strategic 
Growth Options Consultation official deadline has passed is unclear, and the situation 
lacks the transparency needed to support a successful consultation process.  It does not 
resolve the issue that the two consultations should be coterminous. 

 The level of potential development, and broad spatial strategy, being proposed in both 
the Strategic Growth Options Consultation, and Dunton Garden Suburb Consultation, 
would be a costly way of delivering the assessed future housing need in Brentwood.  The 
supporting information to both consultations does not make reference to this, and indeed 
fails to consider key infrastructure issues in significant detail.  Consulting on spatial 
strategies and key sites without such information prevents responders from providing a 
fully informed view on the options the Borough faces when considering how to allocate 
development in its forthcoming Local Development Plan. 

 The Sustainability Appraisal being consulted upon in parallel to the Strategic Growth 
Options Consultation considers the location options as discrete choices.  There is no 
analysis regarding the potential for iterations that could include a combination of the 
different options.  Given the extremely material burden either Option 1 or Option 2 would 
have on the south of the Borough, this is a material oversight and one that again fails to 
provide the required level of supporting information to responders considering the issues 
raised by the Strategic Growth Options Consultation. 
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In addition to reserving the Parish Council’s right to respond to the Strategic Growth Options 
Consultation at a later date, we also reserve the right, on behalf of our residents, for them to 
submit revised responses based on subsequent information, which may come to light. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Anthony Crowley 
Chairman 
 
Cc 
Mr G Glenday 
Eric Pickles MP 
Mr B Aspinell 
Mr P Baker 
Mr P Mynott 
Mrs J Squirrel 
Mrs S Murphy 


