
Dunton Garden Suburb Response 
 

West Horndon Parish Council supports the principles set out in the National Planning Policy Framework for 

the protection of the Green Belt to prevent urban creep. We strongly oppose inappropriate development in the 

green belt except in exceptional circumstances where the benefits clearly outweigh the harm and we also 

support the view that housing need alone does not constitute exceptional benefit. 

However, we acknowledge the challenge that the Strategic Housing Allocation numbers present to Brentwood 

Borough Council. We recognise that without clear locations for the necessary houses identified by the 

Strategic Housing Allocation, Brentwood Borough Council will be highly unlikely to have a robust Local 

Development Plan approved.  That presents the risk of aggressive speculative developers attempting to 

obtain planning approval anywhere in the borough and that the appeals system could result in inappropriate 

and poorly coordinated development taking place. 

Thus in the unfortunate circumstance where Green Belt does have to be sacrificed in order to meet the 

statutory obligations of the Strategic Housing Allocation it is essential that only the minimum amount of land 

is sacrificed and that this is done in locations and in such a way that harm and urban creep is kept to an 

absolute minimum. 

All our responses to the questions in the consultation must be viewed in this light. 

 Dunton Garden suburb, if well planned and managed, is probably a “least harm option” to achieve the robust 
Local Development Plan and thus the protection of the Green Belt immediately adjacent to the village of West 
Horndon and the rest of the Parish. 

 West Horndon  Parish Council also feel that the potential scale of the Dunton Garden Suburb could create 
stronger potential for a sustainable, self sufficient community with access to sufficient infrastructure funding.  This 
is not necessarily the case if more significant expansion of West Horndon village is undertaken instead. 

 Thus, with reluctance we support the Dunton Garden Suburb provided that further planning addresses a number 
of problems that the development would create to minimise the impact. 

 Infrastructure requirements – these include: 
o Transport – road and rail infrastructure are at present at capacity much of the time and will need to 

carefully managed, with consideration taken to the development plans of local councils along “shared” 
infrastructure including the A127 and Shoeburyness-London rail line. 

o The development must take place in such a way that it does not increase rail commuters from outside the 
immediate village parking cars to use the station at West Horndon (current parking provision is insufficient 
as it is). 

o The A127 needs to be expanded and/or some other means to prevent traffic rat-running through the 
village to bypass traffic jams on the A127.  This is against a backdrop of potentially limited scope for 
material widening of the A127, and being bounded by London and Southend congestion. 

o The C2C rail line is currently at capacity so given the extra demand that the Dunton Garden Suburb (and 
other housing developments to meet strategic housing allocations) will create the capacity on this line 
needs to be significantly increased. 

o Schools – West Horndon Junior school is currently at capacity & extra senior school pupils travelling to 
the centre of Brentwood would further increase the over capacity problems on the A128 through Ingrave & 
Herongate. 

o Adequate doctors and other medical facilities need to be planned for. 
o There need to be robust buffer zones created so the communities of West Horndon and the Dunton 

Garden Suburb cannot at some future stage be challenged to meet more housing need in the future – we 
suggest the land between the A128 and the stream is turned into woodland. This would also have the 
effect of reducing flood risk, and provide an attractive green space that could link up to Thorndon Country 
Park. 
 

NOTE it is most important that the infrastructure demand created by the development is met before or at the very least 
concurrently with the development. The situation of the housing development going ahead without the necessary 
infrastructure being created must NOT be allowed to happen given the materially negative impact this situation would 
have on both the existing West Horndon residents, and the sustainability of any new development within Dunton 
Garden Suburb. 


