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CHAIR’S REPORT - Councillor Colin Foan 

 

The year 2016/17 has been another interesting and challenging time for West 

Horndon and the Parish Council. A lot of work has gone into responding to 

Brentwood Borough Council’s proposals for a much needed new local development 

plan.  The Parish Council has also been working with Essex County Council with 

regards to improved flood defence works and repairing the now very poorly 

maintained roads in the Parish. This report will outline some of the events of the year 

but there will be more detail in the reports of individual councillors and the Parish 

Clerk.  

 

Kim Harding, a long-time resident of West Horndon, has now been our Parish Clerk 

for just over a year. His professional expertise as an accountant has served us well 

in managing the Council’s finances and I am pleased to say that we have managed 

to keep the Parish precept at the same level as last year.  We will continue to look 

for cost savings in order to keep this as low as possible in the future. Kim continues 

to study for the CiLCA Parish Clerk’s qualification, so we can continue to progress 

toward getting Quality Assured Council status. 

 

Unfortunately, during the year two councillors, David Hammond & Kathy Turner, both 

resigned for personal/family reasons, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

them for all their hard work for the Council and the community. We will miss them. 

Fortunately, we have managed to co-opt two new councillors; Kelly Greer and 

Rachel Tyler. However, there are still vacancies on the Council and we would 

welcome any one who is interested in becoming a councillor.  We ask that they talk 

to our Parish Clerk, Kim Harding, or any of the existing councillors to find out what is 

involved and how you could help contribute towards our community. 

 

In February 2016 Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) consulted on the latest version 

of the Local Development Plan. We still await the outcome of that consultation, which 

was significantly held up in part because at much the same time Highways England 

consulted on possible routes for the proposed new Lower Thames Crossing. One of 

the four route options identified proposed a river crossing at East Tilbury and then 

building a new road to join the A127 at the A128/Halfway House junction. This would 

have significantly conflicted with BBC’s proposal for a Garden Village within the 

Parish of West Horndon at Dunton. In April 2017 Highways England announced that 

this was not the preferred route and thus BBC are in a position to progress the next 

stage of their Local Development Plan. I anticipate that this will involve the Parish 

Council in a lot more work. 

 

The Parish Council now runs West Horndon Park.  The contract for grass cutting and 

vegetation management seems to be working well and feedback from residents has 

generally been good. We have removed some damaged old play equipment and 



replaced it with new more modern equipment. Further replacement of old equipment 

is planned for this year. 

 

Essex County Council’s (ECC) maintenance of the roads and pavements within the 

Parish in recent times has been poor. A considerable amount of discussion has 

taken place with them. We had understood that major resurfacing work was planned 

for August last year but that has been postponed mainly due to financial constraints 

at ECC. However, we now understand that this work will take place this summer. I 

also wish to remind residents that considerable damage is done to grass verges if 

they are driven over. It is part of your local environment, and the Parish Council asks 

that you respect and protect them. 

 

The 2016 Community Award was won by Betty Fisher and at last year’s Annual 

Parish Meeting she was presented with the Roy Boggis Trophy by Councillor Mark 

Reed, the Mayor of Brentwood. Sadly, Betty passed away shortly afterwards.  She 

will be remembered fondly.  

 

We had another very successful Christmas tree lights switch on event this year. The 

Camena Music School provided musical entertainment and I would like to thank 

Stuart Mitchell and Glenn Suters for donating the mulled wine. 

 

Finally, I would like to say a big thank you to all my fellow councillors for the help and 

support they have given me over the last year. There is still a lot of ongoing work to 

be done and I look forward to another year trying to improve life for all in the Parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FINANCE - Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 

 

I am pleased to record that the Parish Council remains in a sound financial position.  

A cash book balance of £80,805.53 was held at 31.03.2017.  However, this should 

not lead to complacency.  As reported last year, the discretionary grant received 

from Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) continues to be reduced and under austerity 

measures is expected to cease in the future.  

 

An Income and Expenditure Account for the Parish Council is shown below.   

(Figures in respect of 2015/16 are shown for comparison purposes.)  A total spend of 

£57,385.28 occurred in 2016/17.  This is very similar to the sum incurred in 2015/16.     

 

You will recall that the Parish Council took over responsibility for the maintenance of 

West Horndon Park from BBC in 2015/16.  It was discovered that there were a 

significant number of debts.   With these now settled it was possible in 2016/17 for a 

major piece of equipment to be installed in the children’s play area in the Park at a 

cost of £22,224.50.  The equipment is proving very popular.  

 

Savings on administration costs have been balanced by increased VAT payments 

and the taking up of storage facilities at the Village Hall.  The former will be 

recovered from HMRC during 2017/18.  The Parish Council reached agreement with 

the Village Hall Committee to take over the refurbished Horticultural Society 

premises.  This has enabled various assets and documentation held at the 

councillors’ and clerk’s home addresses to be grouped at one location.  

 

£32,500 was raised from the Parish Precept.  For 2017/18 this has remained the 

same.   

 

2016/17 saw the introduction of the Community Engagement Grant.  This allowed 
various groups operating within the Village to submit bids for funds to support 
activities benefitting the local community.  The following Grants were made: 
 
£275 to West Horndon Scout Group 
£200 to West Horndon Twirlers 
£450 to West Horndon Under 5s Pre-School 
£225 to F L Toppers 
£400 to East/West Horndon Village Hall 
£350 to West Horndon Youth Football Club 
£100 to Zumba Gold Class 
 
Other donations awarded were: 
 
£50 to Cancer Research UK – Nominated beneficiary Community Award 2016 
£200 to West Horndon Football Club – Assistance provided at Village Fun Day 
£251.70 to Breast Cancer Care – Donations taken at Christmas Event 
£251.70 to St Luke’s Hospice – Donations taken at Christmas Event   



WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL 
        
Income and Expenditure Account for the Year Ended 31st March 2017 
 

 2016/17 2015/16 

 £ £ £ £ 

Income     

     

Precept 32,500.00  32,500.00  

Grants 6,884.70  12,118.21  

Interest 20.63  18.37  

VAT 4,714.51  734.32  

Donation/other 803.39  594.24  

     

Total Income Received  44,923.23  45,965.14 

     

Less Expenditure     

     

Grants 2,753.40  965.00  

Services 2,007.80  2,420.00  

Projects 33,440.23  33,637.22  

     

Sub-Total  38,201.43  37,022.22 

     

Overheads     

     

Admin 9,546.92  12,826.16  

Insurance 349.99  366.83  

Subs 634.05  591.07  

Member expenses 0.00  0.00  

Training 480.00  906.63  

VAT 6,498.69  4,714.51  

Chairman's fund 50.00  0.00  

Hall usage 714.70  714.50  

Storage 909.50  0.00  

     

Sub-Total  19,183.85  20,119.70 

     

Total Expenditure   57,385.28  57,141.92 

     

Surplus/(Deficit)  (12,462.05)  (11,176.78) 

     

 

NB.  The figures shown in the table in respect of financial year 2016/17 are still 

subject to audit and may change.  

 



REPORT – Councillor Dan McNicol 

 

Overview 

 

Once again it has been a privilege to represent our residents as Vice Chair of West 

Horndon Parish Council. 

 

2016/17 has seen a period of change within the council as our planning guru Kathy 

Turner and IT guy David Hammond have both left.  We welcomed two new 

councillors; Kelly Greer and Rachel Tyler. 

 

We have also said goodbye to Roger Hirst and look forward to working with his 

successor Louise McKinlay. 

 

I have once again led on the Park and am currently the Acting Chair of the Planning 

Committee.  My reports are below. 

 

Park  

 

This is the second year that West Horndon Parish Council has been in control of the 

Park.  

 

The new play equipment was finally delivered and installed in September.  Sadly too 

late for the summer holidays thanks to the contractor letting us down. The installation 

of the equipment was a great success.  Unfortunately, the new rubber flooring was 

not so good.  The finish of it was pretty poor and after several meetings the supplier 

agreed to re-do it, which, I’m pleased to say, has happened and now looks great. We 

have had another item installed and are looking to refresh the remaining equipment 

with a lick of paint and some repairs where needed. 

 

The new equipment was brought in under budget. 

 

We have a new contractor looking after the maintenance of the Park as our old one 

retired from the business. James was a sub-contractor to Greenstow Foliage anyway 

and was already doing much of the work in the Park.  So it has been a smooth 

transition.  

 

West Horndon United have had another outstanding season finishing 2nd Division 

champions and following it up with a cup double; winning the final at Hornchurch 

Stadium thereby giving them a second cup win in as many seasons!  The children’s 

team goes from strength to strength. 

 



With the adult team gaining promotion it requires better facilities to change in as part 

of their commitment to the league. We will be looking at ways to raise money and 

apply for grants to build a suitable changing room/club house. 

 

Planning 

 

Dunton Hills Garden Village – This is still Brentwood Borough Council’s preferred 

plan for large scale housing within the borough. Late in the year the Government 

announced funding for 14 garden villages throughout the country, Dunton included. 

The funding is only for surveys and reports not the actual project itself. We held 

several meetings throughout the year and the general feeling from residents was that 

it was a bad idea for the area, given the current infrastructure. 

 

West Horndon Industrial Estate – As a Council we have supported this development 

for a few years now. The feedback from residents has led this. The new owners held 

an open day recently, which, it has to be said, was very disappointing.  It did not 

answer enough questions, if any, on how this project would move forward and the 

impact it would have on the Village.  

 

Local Development Plan (LDP) – We have worked closely with Brentwood Borough 

Council and are waiting for them to bring forward their next version of the LDP. Once 

this is done we can finalise our own neighbourhood plan. What we do know is that 

Dunton Hills Garden Village will feature. 

 

Lower Thames Crossing – We have had this shadow falling over us for most of the 

year and only last month an announcement was made that the Government’s 

preferred route with be Option C Route 4, which for our residents is good.  Not so 

good for our neighbours in Orsett and Ockendon though. 

 

We continue to see a significant volume of planning applications within the Parish, 

with 2-3 on average per month.  The vast majority of these applications seek to 

expand properties to fit and accommodate growing families.  WHPC continues to be 

supportive of the vast majority of applications, which are generally well considered, 

with minimal impact on the ‘street scene’ and general feel of the Village.  The very 

few we have provided objections to generally result in properties that become too 

‘bulky’, extensions that result in material overlooking, and certain ‘outhouses’ that 

appear to be too large, too tall, and potentially separate living quarters rather than 

being true ‘summer houses’.   

 

Fun Day 

 

Once again the fun day was a great success with many residents taking part in the 

activities we put on. I again procured funding to ensure that the event was totally 

free.  



 

Communication Update 

 

WHPC continue to try to balance online and offline communication.  We have a 

website we update with Parish Council news and important community updates.  We 

also have a Facebook page which we use extensively to advertise and inform the 

online community.  We do recognise that much of the community is not online 

frequently or indeed, at all.  We will continue to use our noticeboards to spread 

information about Parish Meetings and news that is of key interest to the community. 

 

Finally 

 

We are still short of Councillors and hope to recruit some more to the cause. 

 

This year we expect to see a lot more happening in the overall planning, with 

Brentwood Borough Council pushing forward with their LDP and the Industrial Estate 

submitting pre-planning. 

 

Once again the Park could prove to be our biggest expense if we are able to 

successfully find the necessary funding to improve the facilities for the football 

teams.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REPORT – Councillor Mark Abel 

 

Highways 

 

Another mixed year on Highways. This is certainly a problematic area for the Parish.     

I believe I have managed to keep the residents suitably up to date through the 

newsletters and answering e-mails in a timely manner.  

  

Potholes around the Village have been a major cause of concern. Despite constant 

reporting to Essex County Council, very few of the potholes have been repaired. 

Starting August 2017, Thorndon Avenue, Cadogan Avenue and Station Road will all 

be undergoing complete road resurfacing. 

 

Speeding Traffic 

 

All previous requests regarding speeding traffic have been rejected by Essex County 

Council.  Traffic surveys were undertaken but indicated that the average speed of 

vehicles to be around 28 mph.  Unfortunately, data averages do not give a true 

reflection of what we all see.   I tried to implement a ‘Twenty is Plenty’ scheme to the 

Village last summer but sufficient complaints were made to Essex Highways that I 

had to remove all the signs. 

 

I am hopeful that new and additional signage will be installed in Thorndon Avenue 

and Station Road for 30 mph.   This is currently in the validation process with Essex 

Highways along with the implementation of 3 x 20 mph zones in the Village.   

 

Parking 

 

Following a residents’ survey last year regarding the permitted parking on the south 

side of Station Road approaching the Railway Station, enquiries were made to Essex 

County Council to withdraw the parking areas.  The proposal was rejected.  The 

County Council believed that the present parking acted as a calming measure to 

traffic flow and therefore reduced traffic speeds.  

 

McColl's parking scheme has passed the design stage and we are finalising the legal 

agreements that need to be drawn up with the land owner.  This is now likely to be in 

Essex County Council’s budget for the next financial year, with works commencing in 

spring 2018. 

 

Grass Verges / Dropped Kerbs  

 

This subject has been mentioned many times before and causes the most 

complaints.  I have mentioned in recent newsletters the steps to take to apply for a 



dropped kerb. Any alterations, additions or removals cannot just be installed by the 

residents.   

 

Dog Mess 

 

Although an initial improvement has been noticed since producing articles in the 

newsletters there are still too many examples of owners not cleaning up their dog 

mess.  The Parish Council need to look at this further next year. 

 

Newsletter 

 

Since the turn of the year I have been responsible for producing the Parish 

Newsletters.  I hope the residents are happy with the new format and design and find 

the articles informative.  I would like to produce them more regularly than they have 

been in the past.  Rather than quarterly issues I wish to produce newsletters when 

there is sufficient information to be passed on. 

 

 

 

 

REPORT – Councillor Sue Lister 

 

Christmas Tree Lighting Event 

 

Our Christmas tree lighting event returned to our usual date of the first Sunday in 

December and we all enjoyed the entertainment provided by the Camena Music 

School, which joined us for the first time. 

  

Again our thanks go to Stuart Mitchell and Glenn Suters for very kindly supplying all 

the wine and preparing such a large amount of mulled wine.  This went down very 

well with everyone.  

 

Traditionally, our lights are turned on by the winner of the Community Award.  In 

2016 this was Betty Fisher. Sadly Betty was no longer with us and we were very 

pleased that June Palmer was kind enough to step in to perform this ceremony. The 

money raised at the event was in excess of £500 and this was split equally between 

the two favoured charities of Betty Fisher, Breast Cancer Care and St. Luke's 

Hospice. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you all to this year’s event, which will be held on 

Sunday 3rd December, when we will again be entertained by the Salvation Army 

Band 

 

 



REPORT – Councillor Kelly Greer 

 

Overview 

 

After moving to the village in early 2016, I received a letter through my door in July 

asking for volunteers for the Parish Council. I decided that I wanted to be able to 

serve the community in which I live, as well as playing a role in shaping the Village 

for years to come. I was therefore co-opted to the Parish Council in September 2016 

and it has been a privilege to represent West Horndon residents in the short time I 

have been a Parish Councillor. 

 

While I have not actively led on a portfolio within the Parish Council, my first 9 

months has been interesting and informative and I am learning lots about the Village 

from residents, my fellow Parish Councillors, officials from Brentwood Borough 

Council and elected representatives that serve the area. 

 

I have attended a number of meetings with Brentwood Borough Council regarding 

their Local Development Plan (LDP), and other organisations regarding the proposed 

Dunton Hills Garden Village, the redevelopment of West Horndon Industrial Estate 

and the Lower Thames Crossing. My fellow Parish Councillors and I have reviewed 

proposals and considered the impacts on the Village, to ensure that any 

development meets the needs of the residents of West Horndon and that our voice is 

heard.   

 

As noted by my fellow councillors, we expect to see a lot more happening in relation 

to planning this year and I hope to attend an Essex Association of Local Councils 

(EALC) training course in the near future to get myself up to speed on planning 

policy. 

 

Moving forward, I hope to take an active role in the environment portfolio, as my 

background is in sustainability and fuel poverty alleviation.  As well as playing my 

part with planning activities with the development of the West Horndon 

neighbourhood plan, I will be supporting Councillor McNicol with work within West 

Horndon Park, since my two children are frequent visitors!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOWARD MEMORIAL TRUST 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 

 

2016/17 

 

The Howard Memorial Trust is a charitable fund.  It was founded in 1978 by the 

Howard family, whose business traded for many years in West Horndon.  The 

purpose of the Trust is to provide small loans or grants for social, cultural, 

educational or recreational purposes.  

 

As at 31st March 2017 the Trust held a bank balance of 2,178.24.  No grants were 

made during 2016/17.  

 

No donations to the Trust were made during 2016/17. 

 

It is intended that steps will be taken during 2017/18 to raise the profile of the Trust 

Fund. 

 

 

 

 

Kim Harding – Administrator - May 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

Howard Memorial Trust 

April 2016 - March 2017 

 

Date  Income Expenditure Balance 

  £ £ £ 

     

01.04.2016 Opening balance   2,178.24 

     

     

 TOTALS 0.00 0.00 2,178.24 


