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CHAIR’S REPORT - Councillor Colin Foan 

 

I have now been Chair of the Parish Council for one year and it has been an 

interesting and challenging time. My report will outline some of the events of the year 

but there will be more detail in the reports of individual councillors and the Parish 

Clerk.  

 

Firstly, I would like to say thank you to Lynne Farquhar, who has been our Parish 

Clerk for the last four years. She retired at the end of March and will be moving back 

near to her childhood home in Yorkshire. I wish her well for the future. I welcome Kim 

Harding, a long-time resident of the Parish, as our new Parish Clerk. He has taken 

on the role at a demanding time and I wish him well as he comes to terms with his 

new role. Kim will study for and take the CiLCA parish clerk’s qualification, so we can 

continue to progress toward getting Quality Assured Council status. 

 

Unfortunately, during the year we lost two councillors. Councillor Damian Biggs 

resigned because he moved out of the Parish and was thus unable to remain a 

councillor. Councillor Anthony Crowley resigned for personal reasons after many 

years as a councillor, including four years as Chairman of the Council. I take this 

opportunity to thank both of them for all their effort for the Council and the 

community. We will miss them. This does mean that the Council now has vacancies 

to co-opt new councillors. We would welcome any one who is interested in becoming 

a councillor and ask that they to talk to our Parish Clerk, Kim Harding, or any of the 

existing councillors to find out what is involved and how you could help contribute 

towards our community. 

 

During this year Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) consulted on the latest version 

of the Local Development Plan in February. At the same time, Highways England 

consulted on possible routes for the proposed new Lower Thames Crossing. One of 

the four route options identified a proposed river crossing at East Tilbury and then 

building a new road to join the A127 at the A128/Halfway House junction. The option 

included upgrading the A127 from the A128 junction to the M25. This proposal came 

as a complete surprise to the Parish Council as well as to many others. Finding out 

what the Parish Community thought about both these consultations and ensuring 

that these views were included within the Parish Council responses was a significant 

amount of work. 

 

Last year the Council took over running the park from BBC. We set up a new 

contract for grass cutting and vegetation management. Feedback from residents has 

generally been good and this has been seen as an improvement on the service that 

BBC had previously provided. Some of the play equipment is now getting tired and is 

in need to replacement. We expect new and replacement items will be installed 

shortly. 

 



Essex County Council’s (ECC) maintenance of the roads and pavements within the 

Parish in recent times has been poor. A considerable amount of discussion has 

taken place with ECC and we understand that major resurfacing work will take place 

this summer. However, I do wish to point out to residents that considerable damage 

is done to grass verges if they are driven over. It is part of your local environment, 

and the Parish Council asks that you respect and protect them. 

 

We had another very successful Christmas tree switch on event again this year. The 

pipe band was a different choice but one that seems to have generally been 

appreciated. 

 

I am pleased to be able to say that we have managed to keep the Parish precept at 

the same level as last year and we will continue to look for cost savings in order to 

keep this as low as possible in the future. 

 

We are going to introduce a Community Grant scheme to help support local groups. 

More details on this will be published soon but we hope that community based 

groups in the Parish will apply for grants to support their activities or facilities. 

 

Finally, I would like to say a big thank you to all my fellow councillors for the help and 

support they have given me over the last year. There is still a lot of ongoing work to 

be done and I look forward to another year trying to improve life for all in the Parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FINANCE - Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 

 

I have only been in post for two months and therefore am reporting on a set of 

accounts about which I have little knowledge.  Nevertheless, I am pleased to record 

that the Parish Council remains in a sound financial position.  However, this should 

not lead to complacency.  The discretionary grant received from Brentwood Borough 

Council continues to be reduced and under austerity measures is expected to cease 

in the future. 

  

An Income and Expenditure Account for 2015/16 for the Parish Council is shown 

below.   (Figures in respect of 2014/15 are shown for comparison purposes.)  A total 

spend of £57,141.92 occurred in 2015/16.  This is significantly in excess of the 

expenditure incurred during 2014/15.  This is noted in the projects’ area of 

expenditure and largely results from two factors.  The Parish Council took over 

responsibility for the maintenance of West Horndon Park from Brentwood Borough 

Council during 2015/16.  Upon assuming this responsibility it was discovered that 

there were a significant number of outstanding invoices which had to be settled.  A 

new maintenance contract for the general upkeep of the park was also negotiated. 

Costs were additionally incurred in respect of consultancy fees regarding support for 

preparing the Parish Council’s response to the draft Local Development Plan. Spend 

on administration has remained largely the same despite an increase in salary and 

pension payments for the previous Clerk.  Work continues to be ongoing to reduce 

administration costs. 

 

£32,500 was raised from the Parish Precept.  For 2016/17 this has remained the 

same.  

  

Grants/donations have been awarded this year as follows: 

£400 to West Horndon Village Hall for grass cutting and flower bed maintenance. 

£265 to West Horndon Village Hall in respect of the installed defibrillator. 

£300 to The Britannia Pipe Band who performed at the Christmas Event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NB.  The figures shown in the following table in respect of financial year 2015/16 are 

still subject to audit and may change.  

 

 

 

 



WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL 
        
 

Income and Expenditure Account for the Year Ended 31st March 2016 
 

 2015/16 2014/15 

 £ £ £ £ 

Income     

     

Precept 32,500.00  32,200.00  

Grants 11,742.53  16,309.23  

Interest 18.37  701.17  

VAT 734.32  353.18  

Donation/other 594.24  14,758.84  

     

Total Income Received  45,589.46  64,322.42 

     

Less Expenditure     

     

Grants 965.00  1,100.00  

Services 2,420.00  2,085.00  

Projects 33,637.22  10,326.67  

     

Sub-Total  37,022.22  13,511.67 

     

Overheads     

 
 

    

Admin 12,826.16  11,880.58  

Insurance 366.83  366.83  

Subs 591.07  525.83  

Member expenses 0.00  25.48  

Training 906.63  335.00  

VAT 4,714.51  734.32  

Chairman's fund 0.00  0.00  

Hall usage 714,50  663.50  

     

Sub-Total  20,119.70  14,531.54 

     

Total Expenditure   57,141.92  28,043.21 

     

Surplus/(Deficit)  (11,552.46)  36,279.21 

     

 

 



REPORT – Councillor Dan McNicol 

 

Overview 

 

This year was my first as Vice Chairman and it has been a privilege to represent the 

residents of West Horndon.  

 

I have had 2 lead responsibilities in 2015/6, the Park and the village’s CCTV.  

 

All councillors have been involved with LDP2, the proposed Dunton Garden Suburb 

and the preparation of a neighbourhood plan.  

 

With the football team, I successfully organised the village’s free fun day back in July 

2015.  We are organising this year’s event for the 10th July.  

 

I also helped with our annual Christmas event cooking and serving up mince pies 

and mulled wine. Once again, it was a great success and we look forward to this 

year’s one. 

 

I continue to look at fundraising and events within the Parish.  

 

Park  

 

This is the first year that West Horndon Parish Council has been in control of the 

Park.  

 

Since taking over the management from Brentwood Borough Council we have 

engaged a new contractor to undertake works within the Park. We have also saved 

money by training up councillors to be ROSPA approved playground inspectors and 

have regularly inspected the equipment in the park. The feedback we have received 

is that the new contractor has done an excellent job and that last year the Park 

looked the best it has for a long time. We hope that this will continue this year.  

 

We have agreed a budget to improve the current play equipment and hope to have 

some new additions in the fenced off park as well as a skate park area for all ages. 

The plan is to have this done before the summer holidays. 

 

West Horndon United are still playing at the park and a kid’s team has also been 

formed. The adult team has had its first success, winning the league cup in a closely 

fought final held at Hornchurch Stadium. Not content with one final they have made 

the Division final as well, the first 3rd division side to do so in more than 15 years.  

We wish them all the best. 

 

 



CCTV 

 

We finally got our new CCTV cameras installed.  

 

We also had Wi-Fi put in at the village hall and I’m glad to report that users of the 

village hall can use it free of charge.  

 

When we got the cameras installed it was with the understanding that Brentwood 

Borough Council would monitor the cameras in real time along with their own. 

Unfortunately, this is still to happen as Brentwood upgrade their control room.  

 

I brought this project in significantly under the budget we had set.  

 

LDP 

 

Brentwood Borough Council released their much vaunted LDP in its third draft.  

Once again they have used West Horndon as a dumping ground for their housing 

needs. In particular they have stubbornly held onto the proposed Dunton Garden 

Village.  With 2,500 homes proposed for the site. They have ignored all of the 

previous concerns raised by the many stakeholders and residents in the last draft 

LDP and have not presented any new ideas on how to cope or overcome the many 

problems a development this size will create.  

 

The planned redevelopment of the industrial estate moves ever forward and we can 

expect to see the developers engaging with residents through a series of open days 

very shortly, with a planning application due to go in later in the year.  

 

In direct response to the LDP we created and distributed a survey for residents to fill 

out.  The results were consistent with previous ones we have issued. The vast 

majority of people who took part voted against green belt development. A smaller 

majority voted for the industrial estate to be redeveloped. It’s now imperative that as 

a community we come up with a majority response to the proposed development.  

 

Towards the end of the year it felt like the knife was really twisted when it was 

announced that Highways England planned to extend the proposed Dartford 

Crossing Route C through West Horndon. Despite repeated assurances from our 

councillors, officers at Brentwood and Sir Eric Pickles it remains a possibility and 

something that we will keep a close eye on.  

 

Fun Day 

 

Once again the fun day was a great success with many residents taking part in the 

activities we put on. I again procured funding to ensure that the event was totally 

free.  



Christmas Tree Lighting 

 

This year’s event was again a real success.  

 

Sadly the school didn’t help with the carols this year but we were able to distribute 

words to some classic carols and residents who stood around the tree sang along to 

the music provided, again creating a really family friendly atmosphere.  The main 

entertainment was a pipe band and it was a treat to hear the hall filled with the sound 

of bagpipes.  We look forward to this year’s event.  

 

Fundraising 

 

We are hoping to gain some funding for the proposed new equipment in the park. 

 

As like last year, the football team really need better facilities and this is something 

we would like to see in the park.  

 

We are always glad to hear of any ideas to enhance West Horndon from residents.  

 

Finally 

 

This year we said a sad farewell to Tony Crowley who was instrumental in making 

the Parish Council the force it is today.  

 

Along with Tony’s departure we also said goodbye to Cllr Biggs.. We are now 

actively looking to recruit three new councillors so if you know anyone, or indeed feel 

that you could join us, then please let one of us know. 

 

We also said goodbye to our clerk Lynne Farquhar who retired. As one door closes 

another opens and we welcome our new clerk Kim Harding to the Parish Council and 

look forward to working with him for many years to come.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REPORT – Councillor Mark Abel 

 

Highways & Parking 

 

After being a problematic area for some time, planning has been approved for the 

development of the parking area around McColls and the adjacent pedestrian 

crossing.  This will take place during financial year 2016/17 

 

Potholes around the village have been a major cause of concern. Despite constant 

reporting to Essex County Council very few of the potholes have been repaired.  This 

is because the holes have been deemed to fall below the criteria for immediate 

attention.  Enquiries have been made to ascertain how many of the potholes have 

been inspected and what criteria Essex County Council used in its assessment. 

However, matters have been partially overtaken by the recent announcement that 

Thorndon Avenue will be resurfaced in August 2016.  At the time of writing 

confirmation is awaited whether this will also include Cadogan Avenue.  

 

Steps were taken to have all areas of Station Road that lie within the village subject 

to parking restrictions. This followed a residents’ survey.  Enquiries were made of 

Essex County Council but the proposal was rejected.  The County Council believed 

that the present parking acted as a calming measure to traffic flow and therefore 

reduced traffic speeds.  

 

Speeding Traffic  

 

All previous and ongoing requests regarding speeding traffic have been rejected by 

Essex County Council.  Traffic surveys undertaken indicate the average speed of 

vehicles to be around 28 mph.  Unfortunately, massaging overall data to come up 

with averages ignores the excessive speed levels that all have witnessed. I will work 

this summer on a proposal to introduce a ‘Twenty is Plenty’ campaign with a view to 

this being introduced in West Horndon Parish during financial year 2017/18. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REPORT – Councillor David Hammond 

 

Broadband Annual Report 

 

High speed Broadband is now available across the Parish with delivery to the 

remaining parts of West Horndon Village expected between 2016 and 2019.  This 

leaves two cabinets to be upgraded within the Village. One at the upper end of 

Thorndon Avenue and one in Station Rd. 

 

Parish Noticeboards 

 

These were ordered and delivered from Earth-anchor and installed by Justin 

Manning. There are 3 new parish noticeboards. They replaced the old ones at West 

Horndon Railway Station, West  Horndon Village Hall and West Horndon Park.  The 

Park Noticeboard is not intended for the Parish Council but for Park information 

The old wooden noticeboards were donated to the local scout group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORT – Councillor Sue Lister 

 

Christmas Tree Event 

 

Our Christmas tree lighting event was held a week earlier than last year which 

unfortunately meant the school were unable to provide the usual choir to sing carols 

and Christmas songs around the tree. Instead, we were entertained by an excellent 

pipe band, who, in addition to playing carols for the villagers to sing along to around 

the tree, continued to play inside, leading to a spot of impromptu Scottish dancing.  

This was enjoyed by the dancers and spectators alike. Again, our thanks go to Stuart 

Mitchell and Glen Suters for very kindly supplying the wine. The lights were switched 

on by our 2015 Citizenship Award winner Adam Ward. £400 was raised by the raffle. 

Our event this year returns to our usual date of the first Sunday in December 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REPORT – Councillor Kathy Turner 

 

Local Development Plan (“LDP”) 

 

The emerging Brentwood Local Development Plan (“LDP”) continued to take up 

significant amounts of both Parish Council, and specifically, the Planning Group’s 

time. 

 

In July 2015, Brentwood Borough Council (“BBC”) published their proposed LDP 

timetable, which indicated draft plan consultation end 2015, with ultimate submission 

to the Secretary of State end 2016.  Ultimately the Draft LDP was consulted on 

between February and March 2016.  As WHPC widely publicised at the time, the 

latest draft LDP would see at least 500 houses built on the industrial estate in the 

village, with a further 2500 to be built as part of a proposed Dunton Hills Garden 

Village.  Notably, the Dunton proposal has now been separated from the Basildon 

proposals, despite Basildon running its own LDP process which includes significant 

residential development at Dunton. 

 

WHPC held a presentation and discussion for our community during March, together 

with sending out a survey to assess how the community feels about what Brentwood 

are proposing.  Generally, whilst it is clearly a positive that the extensive 

development that was previously proposed for West Horndon village has been 

downscaled in the latest draft LDP, it cannot be ignored that 1) 500 new houses 

within the village would materially change the shape of the village and need to be 

carefully designed and planned, and 2) the level of development proposed at Dunton 

would have a very material impact on our local infrastructure and village. 

 

Whilst WHPC notes the need for BBC to meet its objectively assessed housing 

need, we continue to believe that their proposals focus far too heavily on what BBC 

have designated the “A127 Corridor”.  For this small portion of the borough with just 

c. 800 properties at present, to be asked to meet 35% of the Borough’s total housing 

need for the Plan period is considered both disproportionate and unsustainable.  The 

response WHPC submitted during the consultation noted these points, together with 

the fact that our community’s feedback has been consistent throughout this process 

since it began during summer 2013.  We strongly believe that BBC need to 

reconsider the A12 Corridor and North of the borough to help disperse proposed 

development.  Current planning regulations are built on a foundation of sustainability, 

and we truly believe that the ongoing concentration of planned development in the 

A127 Corridor would create an unsustainable development. 

 

This is a process and debate that will continue throughout the course of this year.  

We strongly encourage residents to continue to fight for balanced, sustainable and 

appropriate development within our Parish and the wider Borough.  WHPC will 

continue this process through our ongoing dialogue with the BBC Planning Team. 



 

You will be aware that the Parish Council has started work on a Neighbourhood 

Plan.  This work continues in the background however over the course of the year, 

focus has primarily been on dialogue with BBC around its proposed LDP given 

planning regulations require any Neighbourhood Plan to be in accordance with the 

prevailing Local Development Plan. 

 

Lower Thames Crossing (“LTC”) 

 

At the start of this year, a formal consultation was held by Highways England in 

relation to their proposed route for a new Lower Thames Crossing.  Whilst in 

previous consultations various routes ranging from expanding the existing crossing 

at Dartford, to a new crossing much further east were consulted on, in this round 

only “Option C” was proposed, which looks at a crossing running from between 

junctions 29 and 30 on the M25, running east of the existing cross from Tilbury 

meeting the M2 in Kent. 

 

Previously, Option C appeared to run from half way between M25 junctions 29 and 

30, cutting essentially through Orsett before reaching Tilbury.  In this consultation 

however 3 variants were proposed, Route 2 cutting through Ockendon, Route 3 

cutting through Orsett, and Route 4 cutting through the top of West Horndon via the 

A127 and new southbound road.  WHPC had not been advised of any thoughts of 

Route 4 before the consultation launched, so it was a surprise to us all when we saw 

it in black and white on the consultation document. 

 

WHPC included some questions in our parish survey on the proposed LTC route.  

Overall there is a community view that other options need to be considered, and that 

any variant of Route C would create material pollution and traffic problems for all 

villages and towns near to both the existing and proposed crossings.  In particular 

though, Route 4 would be extremely damaging for our community, cutting through 

ancient woodland, more greenbelt than any other option, and creating material 

infrastructure issues on the A127, which it is assumed to join under Route 4.  It 

would also cost materially more than the other options being proposed, for no 

material benefit over the other routes. 

 

WHPC submitted our comments to the consultation in March, and encouraged all 

residents to do the same.  It is understood that we will find out more about Highways 

England’s next steps “later this year”.  Any concrete news/insights will be 

communicated to the village should WHPC hear these ahead of the general public. 

 

Planning Applications 

 

Due to changes in the BBC planning process, the timeline for WHPC to consider 

planning applications has shortened quite considerably in some cases.  To ensure 



that as many applications are considered in a public forum, WHPC formed a 

Planning Committee that has delegated authority to consider planning applications 

should the deadlines fall outside of our monthly Parish Council meetings.   These 

committee meetings are held in public with everyone welcome to attend (meetings 

are publicised online and on our notice boards in the village). 

 

We continue to see a significant volume of planning applications within the Parish, 

with 2-3 on average per month.  The vast majority of these applications seek to 

expand properties to fit and accommodate growing families.  WHPC continues to be 

supportive of the vast majority of applications which are generally well considered, 

with minimal impact on the “street scene” and general feel of the village.  The very 

few we have provided objections to generally result in properties that become too 

“bulky”, extensions that result in material overlooking, and certain “outhouses” that 

appear to be too large, too tall, and potentially separate living quarters rather than 

being true “summer houses”.   

 

Transport Update 

 

The primary transport update for this year relates to the renewal of the National 

Express C2C franchise on the Shoeburyness to Fenchurch Street rail line, and the 

updated timetable that was introduced in December 2015. 

 

National Express/C2C acknowledged at the time of franchise renewal that capacity 

was stretched and that the new timetable would seek to shift capacity from the 

middle of the line (Upminster/West Horndon/Laindon) to the east of the line where 

passengers have longer travel times.  As such, the Laindon starters were cut back to 

a very small number with just 1 stopping at West Horndon. 

 

It would not be a surprise either to community, or to C2C themselves, for WHPC to 

comment that the new timetable caused what could be described as mild chaos.  

Trains on pretty much all journeys became overcrowded, with most commuters 

unhappy with the changes. 

 

C2C did to their credit, make certain changes to the timetable to address certain 

issues.  For West Horndon, the Laindon starters increased with more stopping at our 

station.  However, capacity remains very constrained in peak times.  C2C have 

stated that this is due to a sudden unexpected surge in passengers using the line, 

and not the timetable.  C2C did look to buy additional capacity through spare 

carriages however their initial deal fell through.  WHPC were pleased to see however 

that their efforts on this front have not abated and a new deal has now been signed 

for additional capacity. 

 

This is a situation we continue to monitor closely, having sent a formal letter to C2C 

regarding the poor service it had created for our community.  If anyone has any 



feedback they would like to send us, please do get in contact through the usual 

channels. 

 

Communication Update 

 

WHPC continue to try to balance online and offline communication.  We have a 

website we update with Parish Council news and important community updates.  We 

also have a Facebook page which we use extensively to advertise and inform the 

online community. 

 

We do recognise that much of the community is not online frequently or indeed, at 

all.  We will continue to use our notice boards which you will have seen we upgraded 

this year to tackle rot and condensation issues.  Hopefully you will find our new 

notice boards easier to read! 

 

We are always keen to ensure we are reaching the wider community.  To that note, 

the parish survey we sent around earlier this year asking about development and the 

Lower Thames Crossing had quite a disappointing response level at around 15-20%.  

This was despite the survey being dropped in person through every property’s door!  

We really do want to reach everyone in our community, so if anyone has any good 

ideas as to how to engage better/more widely, please do let us know! 

 

 

REPORT – Councillor Colin Foan  

 

Governance 

 

At the beginning of the year councillors reviewed all the Council’s policies and voted 

to renew them. During the year a few modifications or clarifications were required: 

 

 Technical changes to enable the Council to be able to use internet banking as 

became permitted by a change in Government Regulations for Parish 

Councils 

 We are in the process of opening a new bank savings account to increase the 

interest the Council earns on its money but also to take advantage of a 

change in regulations to protect all of the Council’s money in the event of a 

bank collapse. 

 Minor changes to the finance policy to enable immediate repairs to be 

undertaken to things the council is responsible for and to maintain health and 

safety. This was mainly to ensure all the park equipment is safe to use. 

 Minor changes to the Council’s payment authorisation policy to make it clear 

that councillors would not authorise payment of their own expenses. 

 



HOWARD MEMORIAL TRUST 

ANNUAL REPORT 2015/16 

The Howard Memorial Trust is a charitable fund.  It was founded in 1978 by the 

Howard family, whose business traded for many years in West Horndon.  The 

purpose of the Trust is to provide small loans or grants for social, cultural, 

educational or recreational purposes.  

 

As at 31st March 2016 the Trust held a bank balance of 2,178.24.  Four grants were 

made during 2015/16.  These were:- 

 

April 2015 - £200 to the Village Hall Committee towards a Christmas lunch event for 

senior residents; 

April 2015 - £200 to the Art Group towards a PA system for demonstrations.  

June 2015 - £200 to Mr Robert Jarvis to continue his university education following 

an accident. 

October 2015 - £250 to West Horndon United Football Club to assist in the setting up 

costs for a junior side.  

 

No donations to the Trust were made during 2015/16. . 

 

It is intended that steps will be taken during 2016/17 to raise the profile of the Fund.. 

 

 

 

 

Kim Harding – Administrator - May 2016 

Howard Memorial Trust 

01 April 2014 – 31 March 2015 

 

Date  Income Expenditure Balance 

  £ £ £ 

     

01.04.2015 Opening balance   3,028.24 

02.04.2015 Grant to Village Hall Committee  200.00 2,828.24 

02.04.2015 Grant to Art Group   200.00 2,628.24 

16.06.2015 Grant to Robert Jarvis  200.00 2,428.24 

20.10.2015 Grant to West Horndon Utd FC.  250.00 2,178.24 

     

 TOTALS 0.00 850.00 2,178.24 


