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CHAIR’S REPORT – Councillor Dan McNicol 

 

Overview 

 

It has been my pleasure and privilege to serve my fellow residents and councillors as 

Chairman of West Horndon Parish Council and I look forward to another 12 months 

in the role. 

 

West Horndon Parish Council has two new Parish Councillors in Cllr Hannah and 

Cllr Dalton.  We have again seen some councillors leave and thank them for their 

hard work and efforts.  A particular mention to Cllr Abel who had been key in driving 

forward highways issues within the Parish.  We look forward to Cllr Dalton picking 

the baton up. 

 

We have had a change of Ward Councillors, with the elusive Cllr Squirrel leaving.  

We welcome her replacement, Cllr Tierney, whom we hope will represent Parish 

needs in what promises to be another challenging year. 

 

Cllr Foan and I had a role reversal for the year swapping Chair and Vice Chair roles 

and also me stepping down as lead on planning and Cllr Foan taking over in what 

has to be said another difficult period. 

 

Park  

 

This is the third year that West Horndon Parish Council has been in control of the 

Park.  

 

Last year saw the installation of the large play unit and although we had some 

problems with the flooring, we were impressed with the way the company dealt with 

the problems, so engaged them to install another smaller item.  This again has 

proved to be a success with our younger residents.  I don’t have any hard data but 

can confidently say that the play area is being used a lot more than in previous 

years. 

 

In an effort to ensure the Park is being kept tidy and well maintained, we have again 

changed contractor.  The successful company has connections to the village and we 

hope this will give it an added impetus to keep the Park looking in top condition.  The 

company has also taken on responsibility for the flower bed immediately outside the 

station and the one outside the village hall fence.  We plan to plant more beds within 

the Park for residents of all ages to enjoy. 

 

After the senior football team’s league and cup double wins last season, the team 

was promoted 2 divisions into the top league.  Currently the team is leading this 



league with a genuine chance of winning the championship: we keep our fingers 

crossed! 

 

The junior team has completed its first full season with some successes and looks 

forward to pushing on next season.  There will be two more junior teams playing next 

season and we wish them all the best. 

 

The ongoing saga of having a new container added to the existing one dragged on 

throughout the year with Brentwood Planning proving to be difficult.  We hope to get 

the matter resolved shortly, so that the senior team has changing facilities for the 

players, the players of visiting teams and officials. 

 

Planning 

 

The major part of our work within the Parish Council has been dealing with the Local 

Development Plan (LDP).  Brentwood Borough Council has pushed through its 

proposals and earlier in the year consulted with residents of the borough via its 

Regulation 18 reports.  Once again our Parish has been earmarked for more than 

half the residential development within the borough and three quarters of the 

industrial development.  In a NIMBYesque decision they are still promoting the A127 

corridor as a better growth prospect than the A12 corridor.  We expect to know more 

by the end of the year.  However, the progress made to date has enabled the Parish 

Council to restart work on the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

The industrial estate plans remain as is with the developers frustrated at not being 

able to put their outline planning application in. 

 

The developers at Dunton have had experts come in and look at the plans in detail 

only to agree with everything that has already been done.  Time and money could 

have been more usefully spent on getting the reports commissioned.  This of course 

will still need to be done. 

 

Our flood defences, that were approved and agreed on, have not materialised due to 

prospective developers putting pressure on the relevant landowners.  The Parish 

came very close to a flood situation in April and this is something that Cllr Foan is 

working very hard on to get a resolution on.   

 

Fun Day 

 

We didn’t have a fun day last year but are having a bigger and better one this year.  

In keeping with previous events we will run it as a free fun day for all the family.  

 

 

 



Christmas Tree Lighting 

 

This event is proving to be a very popular one with residents of all ages. This year 

we had another great turn out. 

 

The music was performed by the Salvation Army Band and we again had children 

from the village sing around the tree.  

 

The refreshments were, as usual, excellent and Cllr Lister provided a great event.  

Special thanks to Cllr Lister’s husband Dave, and to local residents Glenn and Stuart 

who went across to France to get the wine. This was turned into mulled wine using 

their own secret recipe! 

 

Finally 

 

We are still short of Parish Councillors and hope to recruit some more to the cause. 

 

Our local MP Sir Eric Pickles decided to call time on his long career in frontline 

politics and stood down. We were able to welcome his successor Alex Burghart. 

 

The coming year we hope to finally see Brentwood Borough Council get its LDP 

approved, which will enable us to plan for what developments this will bring to the 

Parish.  

 

We again hope to see the Park improved further and will continue to improve the rest 

of the Parish with projects such as the new fence installed at the beginning of the 

village on Station Road.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Finance – Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 

I am pleased to record that the Parish Council remains in a sound financial position.  

A cash book balance of £97,089.40 was held at 31.03.2018.  However, this should 

not lead to complacency.  £3,443.00 of this sum was represented by a Government 

Grant to assist in the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan.  This was repaid in 

April 2018 and will need to be bid for again to support expenditure in 2018/19.  Also, 

as suggested last year, the discretionary grant received from Brentwood Borough 

Council (BBC) has now ceased. 

As mentioned above, the Parish Council was successful in securing a grant of 

£4,500 from Central Government to assist with the costs associated with the 

preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan. 

An Income and Expenditure Account for the Parish Council is shown below.   

(Figures in respect of 2016/17 are shown for comparison purposes.)  A total spend of 

£30,938.52 occurred in 2017/18.  This is a significant reduction on the sum incurred 

in 2016/17.  This is because in 2016/17 there was substantial investment in West 

Horndon Park with the purchase of a major piece of children’s play equipment.  This 

equipment continues to prove very popular.  

Storage costs have increased as this is the first full financial year that the Parish 

Council has had the use of the refurbished former Horticultural Society premises.  

This has enabled various assets and documentation held at the councillors’ and 

clerk’s home addresses to be grouped at one location.  

£32,500 was raised from the Parish Precept.  For 2018/19 this has remained the 

same.   

The continued payment of Community Engagement Grant has allowed various 

groups operating within the Village to submit bids for funds to support activities 

benefitting the local community.  The following Grants in 2017/18 were made: 

£150 to 1st West Horndon Scout Group 

£1,000 to the Friends of West Horndon Primary School 

£150 to West Horndon Friendship Club 

£700 to West Horndon United Football Club 

 

Other donations awarded were: 

 

£450 to Salvation Army Band in recognition of playing at the Christmas Event 2018 – 

this was possible from donations received at the event and money taken through the 

Christmas raffle.  

 

 

 



WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL 
        
Income and Expenditure Account for the Year Ended 31st March 2018 
 

 2017/18 2016/17 

 £ £ £ £ 

Income     

     

Precept 32,500.00  32,500.00  

Grants 2,929.00  6,884.70  

NP – Government Grant 4,500.00  0.00  

Interest 20.63  20.43  

VAT 6,498.69  4,714.51  

Donation/other 774.07  803.39  

     

Total Income Received  47,222.39  44,923.23 

     

Less Expenditure     

     

Grants 2,450.00  2,753.40   

Services 3,289.02  2,007.80  

Projects 9,745.60  33,440.23  

     

Sub-Total  15,484.62  38,201.43 

     

Overheads     

     

Admin 9,027.01  9,546.92  

Insurance 357.98  349.99  

Subs 655.13  634.05  

Member expenses 157.80  0.00  

Training 480.00  480.00  

VAT 2,443,39  6,498.69  

Chairman's fund 75.00  50.00  

Hall usage 657.60  714.70  

Storage 1,599.99  909.50  

     

Sub-Total  15,453.90  19,183.85 

     

Total Expenditure  30,938.52  57,385.28 

     

Surplus/(Deficit)  16,283.87  (12,462.05) 

     

NB.  The figures shown in the table in respect of financial year 2017/18 are still 

subject to audit and may change.  

 



REPORT – Councillor Colin Foan  

It has been a privilege to be able to represent the community of West Horndon as 

the Vice Chair of the Parish Council.  2017/18 has been another interesting year with 

a lot happening on a number of things. 

I have focused my work on planning and flood prevention. 

Planning 

There were 44 planning applications validated during the year (1st May 2017 to 30th 

April 2018) of which 24 were either full or outline applications which the Parish 

Council was consulted on.  The others were for permitted developments or for work 

to be done on trees with preservation orders on them.  In these cases the decision is 

purely technical and normally the Parish Council is not consulted on these 

applications.  Of the 24 applications 10 were ultimately accepted and 10 refused by 

Brentwood Borough Council.  1 was withdrawn and 3 are still waiting a decision.  

Broadly Brentwood Borough Council Planning Department took much the same view 

as the Parish Council with regards to the final decision to accept or refuse the 

applications.  However, there were a number of occasions where their reasons were 

not the same as ours. 

There have been 4 refusal decisions appealed by applicants to the Planning 

Inspectorate.  Of these 3 refusal decisions were upheld but one for the building of a 

two-story property of multiple occupation close to the railway station was allowed 

and thus this development is approved to proceed. 

West Horndon Parish Council also made representations regarding an application in 

the Parish of Herongate and Ingrave for 30 properties on the site of the Stonyhills 

Bowls Club. The proposed development was very close to our boarder and part of 

the access would have been through our Parish.  Thus we felt it appropriate to 

submit our views. There were a number of concerns regarding development on the 

green belt and safe access to the site. This was referred to the Brentwood Council 

Planning and Licencing Committee and ultimately refused. 

Members of the Parish Council have also met with representatives of several sites in 

the Parish where development is proposed under the consultations for the Local 

Development Plan. This was to ensure we understand their proposals and so we can 

express our concerns and make suggestions to improve the proposals to best 

support the existing community.  At present there are no formal applications and we 

await the outcome of the Local Development Plan from Brentwood Borough Council. 

Flood Risk 

There has been little progress on measures to reduce the risk of flooding.  Essex 

County Council which is the Local Flood Authority reviewed risks in the area and 

proposed measures to reduce the flood risk.  It obtained planning permission for the 



work but there has been no progress because the landowners have failed to 

cooperate and grant their permission for the work to proceed.  This situation is 

unlikely to resolve until Brentwood Borough Council has the Local Development Plan 

finalised and agreed by Government.  Fortunately, although there was very heavy 

rain on a number of occasions over past months, the current drainage system did 

manage to cope.  However, it was a very close thing on several occasions and it is 

clear that further work is necessary to reduce the flood risk to the Parish  

 

 

 

 

 

REPORT – Councillor Gordon Hannah 

Communications 

Since joining the Parish Council in July 2017 I have made more use of social media 

e.g. website, Facebook and Twitter to keep the community up-to-date on news and 

events which are of interest.  From feedback on our Facebook page it seems to be 

connecting with a wider audience than previously. 

One of my major tasks, which is still ongoing, is to update the information on the 

website.  For reasons which I will not expand upon, this has taken far longer than I 

would have wished.  However, I believe that approximately 50% of the content has 

been refreshed and the remainder should be completed over the next couple of 

months.  Once that activity is complete I will then look at overhauling the look and 

feel of the website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REPORT – Councillor Sue Lister 

Christmas Tree Event and Community Engagement Grant Awards  

Our Christmas tree lighting event was held on our usual date of the first Sunday in 

December.  We all enjoyed the entertainment provided by the Salvation Army Band 

who played Christmas carols and the choir from West Horndon Primary School 

which sang along.  Our thanks as always to Debbie Richardson for organising the 

choir. 

Again our thanks go to Stuart Mitchell and Glenn Suters for very kindly supplying the 

wine and preparing such a large amount of mulled wine.  This went down well with 

everyone.  Traditionally our lights are turned on by the winner of the Citizenship 

Award, which in 2017 was Justin Manning. 

The £450 raised at the event was given as a donation to the Salvation Army, who we 

have booked to come again in December 2019.  

We were pleased to be able to present the cheques to those organisations which 

were successful in bidding for Community Engagement Grant.  Details of the grants 

awarded are contained in the Responsible Financial Officer’s report.  

We look forward to welcoming you all this year to the Christmas Event which will be 

held on Sunday 2nd December 2018.  We will be entertained by the Britannia Pipe 

Band.  

Other Events in 2017 & 2018 

We held our Guy Fawkes Day event in the village hall.  Despite the games and 

prizes being awarded for several age groups for best dressed guy and best 

decorated cake, the turnout was very poor.  As the event was actually held on 5th 

November we thought that perhaps we had picked the wrong day as there were so 

many other firework parties going on.   

With this in mind, we organised an Easter event, again in the village hall but for the 

Sunday before Easter.  We hoped we would have a better attendance especially as 

it was before the schools had closed for the Easter holidays.  The event was well 

advertised, with good prizes for the best decorated Easter egg, best Easter bonnet 

and best decorated cake.  Unfortunately, yet again, attendance was poor. 

As a result of this, it has been decided not to repeat these two events but to 

concentrate on our very popular Christmas Event and to have a Summer Fun event 

on 7th July 2018.  

 

 



REPORT – Councillor Ivor Dalton 

I became a member of West Horndon Parish Council last Autumn and a few months 

ago was asked to take over responsibility for highways issues.  

20 is Plenty  

I have made contact with the national founder and campaign manager for the 

restriction of speeds in urban areas.  I am making contact with Parishes within in 

close proximity as dealing as a group is likely to be more effective when making 

representations.  

Parking In Our Parish  

I will be making contact with the transport department at Brentwood Borough Council 

to discuss how we might make improvements in the area. 

I would like to hear from any residents who would like to discuss transport issues in 

our Parish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOWARD MEMORIAL TRUST 

ANNUAL REPORT 

 

2017/18 

The Howard Memorial Trust is a charitable fund.  It was founded in 1978 by the 

Howard family, whose business traded for many years in West Horndon.  The 

purpose of the Trust is to provide small loans or grants for social, cultural, 

educational or recreational purposes.  

As at 31st March 2018 the Trust held a bank balance of £1,928.24.   

One grant was made during 2017/18.  A grant of £250 was made to the Village Hall 

Committee to assist with the cost of the elderly residents’ Christmas lunch.  

No donations to the Trust were made during 2017/18. 

It is intended that steps will be taken during 2018/19 to raise the profile of the Trust 

Fund. 

 

Kim Harding – Administrator - May 2018 

 

 

 

Howard Memorial Trust 

April 2017 - March 2018 

 

Date  Income Expenditure Balance 

  £ £ £ 

     

01.04.2017 Opening Balance   2,178.24 

     

30.11.2017 Grant to E/W Horndon Village 
Hall Committee 

 250.00 (250.00) 

     

31.03.2018 Closing Balance    1,928.24 

     

 TOTALS 0.00 250.00  


