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Chairman’s Report 

Another year over and this one has passed by so quickly! Thankfully the Council is at 

full strength and boy did we need to be this year. 

Our best laid plans were scuppered last summer with the release by the Borough of 

the draft Local Development Plan. An ill conceived and ill thought out document that 

intends to land West Horndon with some 1500 new properties destroying the village 

as we know it. 

Quite rightly you, the residents, were up in arms and, following a series of public 

meetings, the Parish Council submitted a 41 page report objecting to the proposal 

which was backed up by the 600 plus resident’s petition put together by Lucy 

Passmore and her team. 

Without doubt, the main focus and attention of the Parish Council this past year has 

been with the LDP. Sadly it doesn’t end there, Brentwood’s review and second draft 

will be released this summer and so we must wait to see whether the numbers 

proposed for us have been reduced or possibly even increased! 

This moves us on to the Neighbourhood Plan. I mentioned some two years ago in 

my first article for the newsletter when I became Chairman, that change was coming 

and we needed to have some part of it rather than to be watching from the side lines. 

Little did I know about the extent of the proposed development but I still maintain that 

we have to be part of the process. A Neighbourhood Plan is now the only way. 

Development of the village is coming, of that there is no doubt. The level of 

development is still the unknown factor but development there will be. 

By creating a NP we have an opportunity not to have a say on numbers but very 

much to have a say on locations, densities, styles, infrastructure, amenities and this 

surely is an opportunity we have to take? 

The creation of a NP is both time consuming and expensive and is one of the main 

reasons why there has been a significant rise in the precept for this year. There is 

more on the LDP/NP further on in this report so I will leave it there. 

So what else has happened this past year?  

Our Clerk has trained for her CILCA qualification and she will attain this in the near 

future. This qualification is required to be held to enable the Parish Council to move 

forward and take the next step to becoming a Quality Assured Council. By achieving 

this certification, greater opportunities are open to apply for funding. We must be 

minded of this as the grant we receive from the Borough is to be reduced still further. 
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With the reduction in Policing and our PCSO having to sometimes travel by bus, Cllr 

McNicol has led a review for additional CCTV. With cameras strategically placed 

everything entering/leaving the village will be covered at some point. However, we 

have now reached an obstacle which is Essex County Council. Their continued 

failure to provide information is holding up a project that by now could have started to 

be rolled out across the parish. 

 Many thanks to Sylvia Arkieson for the Neighbourhood Watch information that she 

continues to put together and to her team of “deliverers”. 

A new more informative and user friendly website has been developed by Cllrs 

Turner and Hammond and this will continue to evolve.  

We are continuing to improve the newsletter wanting it to be more news based rather 

than Parish Council based and I think we are beginning to achieve this but, the 

newsletter can only ever be as good as its content and we have to say getting 

content is not easy and that’s a shame! 

Another enjoyable, well attended Christmas Tree lighting event was held. Much 

thanks to Cllr Lister for organising and the children from the school. This event has 

now become one of the highlights of the calendar. Close to £400 was raised and 

donated to St Francis Hospice. Thank you for your generosity. 

This past year the Parish Council has given grants or funding to the Joint Park 

Committee, the Village Hall, the Howard Memorial Trust, and we fund the upkeep of 

the bedding planters at the railway station. We are hoping to create a “feature” flower 

bed on the green outside of the village hall to the existing bed that has not been well 

maintained this year. 

We have worked hard to improve the bus services and to bring more buses into the 

village. The farce that our “older” residents now face to obtain bus passes is 

something we will continue to fight and Cllr Turner has taken the matter up with 

Borough Cllr Golding and we will inform you of the outcome. 

Our hopes for improvements at the station were dashed by the delay in appointing a 

new franchisee!  

On highways the promised second zebra crossing and additional barriers outside the 

village hall on Station Road, to afford better protection to the under 5’s play area, 

didn’t materialise. All we got was a two panel extension by the existing crossing and 

not even close to the under 5’s play area! This is another failing of Essex County 

Council sadly a recurring theme!  

The recent accident outside McColl’s and the urgent need to bring some 

organisation to the parking there, clearly shows how unapproachable County are and 

their inability to demonstrate any form of joined up thinking! 
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Despite our joint campaign with Herongate & Ingrave to have superfast broadband 

rolled out across our parishes, we have been given a target date of autumn 2016, 

disappointingly slow! 

Again this year the village suffered flooding. Cllr Foan has worked tirelessly to 

identify those responsible for the lack of maintenance of the ditches and flood relief 

scheme and to ensure that works are undertaken to minimise the future risk. Action 

and works have now been undertaken in some locations but we must keep the 

pressure up on this. 

The park currently is in “limbo” with the previous arrangements with the Borough now 

having expired. The Parish Council has submitted a proposal to Cllr Golding for her 

to present to the Borough but as yet we are waiting for this to be moved forward. 

This sadly is now becoming a far too common problem with both Borough and 

County! It is fair to say that the Parish Council has grown increasingly frustrated with 

the lack of service being provided and the “it’s not our responsibility it’s theirs” 

culture. 

It’s election time for our Ward and there are five candidates standing this month. 

Whoever is elected we will be seeking a more inter-active working relationship with 

monthly meetings. 

We now move forward to a “new” Parish year. One which on the positive side will 

have two new community services. The Parish Council social bike club and the 

community film nights. Please use and support them. They’re free and targeted 

towards enhancing the great public spirit we already have in the village. The Parish 

Council will also be introducing monthly surgeries for you to meet more easily with us 

and discuss any issues. 

Let me end by thanking you the residents for your support of the Parish Council this 

past year. It makes a big difference to us and we fight on together. 

Cllr A Crowley 
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Finance 

Attached are the set of accounts for 2013/13 and 2013/14 (Appendix 1).  These 

show a total spend of £22,872.72 for 2013/14.  Spend on projects was £5,725.27 

which was largely due to employing the services of a planning expert to write a 

response to BBC’s Local Development Plan.  Spend on administration has fallen, 

which is due to work on reducing overheads, such as, the phone bill and wages 

services.  The Parish Council has ended the year with £68,065.15 in the bank.  In 

terms of income, £11,678.26 was in the form of a grant from BBC, although this is 

set to reduce and disappear altogether in the future.  It is therefore imperative that 

the Parish Council seek to cover the loss of this grant to enable services to continue.  

£22,253 was raised from the Parish Precept.  VAT of £733.36 has been reclaimed. 

The Parish Council is committed to sourcing additional funds for projects and this is 

on-going.  The Parish Council has been successful in securing funds of £1,786 from 

Brentwood Borough Council for community events – cycling and film nights.  

Currently funds to cover part of the cost of the Neighbourhood Plan are being 

sourced in addition to free expert support.  A bursary to cover 100% of the cost of 

CiLCA registration and 75% of the cost of CiLCA training has been successfully 

awarded this year. 

This coming year (April 2014) we have increased the precept to £32,200  which will 

mean a yearly contribution of £50.27 for a Band D property. 

 

Grants & Funding 

Grants have been awarded this year as follows: 

£100 to West Horndon Primary School – flag sponsorship 

£200 to Howard Memorial Trust 

£400 to Village Hall for grass cutting and flower bed maintenance. 

£4000 to Joint Park Committee (this has not been awarded yet – awaiting results of 

discussions with BBC) 

Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 
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Planning 

Planning Group 

During the year to the end of April 2014 there were 33 planning applications that 

were received and or determined. The Parish Council is a statutory consultee for all 

full and outline planning applications within the Parish but the final decisions are 

taken by Brentwood Borough Council. 

The Parish Council’s current policy is to recommend applications that comply with 

the National Planning Policy Framework and, where appropriate, Brentwood 

Replacement Local Plan. In particular they: 

 do not cause an increase in heavy traffic 

 do not change the general character of the street or area 

 do not cause a significant breach of privacy to neighbours 
 

There were 20 full applications. Sixteen of these were for extensions or modifications 

to residential properties. At the time of writing this report (29th April) fourteen were 

approved and 2 are pending consideration. 

Four other full applications were for change of use or modifications to commercial 

properties. All were approved. One application is worth mentioning as it caused 

some controversy. It was the application for the wind turbine on Dunton Hills Farm. 

This was a resubmission of the application which was refused by Brentwood 

Borough Council last year. The applicant appealed to the Planning Inspectorate 

against the refusal. Although the refusal was upheld it was only on fairly minor 

technical issues. The resubmission addressed the technical difficulties. As with the 

previous application members of the Parish Council had mixed views about this and 

our consultation response reflected views both for and against this application. This 

time Brentwood Borough Council approved the application. 

All the remaining applications were technical in nature and the Parish Council does 

not normally comment on these. 

Local Development Plan 

In July 2013 Brentwood Borough Council published a consultation document for a 

new Local Development Plan (LDP). West Horndon Parish Council was strongly 

opposed to many aspects of this proposed plan. We undertook a consultation within 

the Parish and with the help of a professional planning consultant prepared a robust 

response to the consultation plan. Subsequent discussions with members of 

Brentwood Borough Council have confirmed that their initial LDP proposals were 

deemed significantly deficient and that they will need to prepare substantially revised 

plans. This will mean that they will need to undertake another consultation before 

they can finalise the LDP for the borough. This consultation is expected to take place 
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later this year. At present West Horndon Parish Council does not know any details of 

the revised plan. We are aware that Brentwood Borough Council will be under 

significant pressure to meet its anticipated revised housing target and thus we are 

preparing in case we need to take another robust defence to protect the parish 

against excessive further development. We anticipate that, as with the previous 

consultation, we will need to use the services of a professional planning consultant in 

order to make a sound case but this will depend on the LDP2 proposals.  

In order to give greater protection to West Horndon the Parish Council has started 

the process of developing our own Neighbourhood Plan. 

The Neighbourhood Plan needs to be developed carefully and transparently so that 

an Examiner will approve the final version, which will then be used to assess any 

future planning applications within West Horndon. Given the importance of this piece 

of work, it requires careful planning and management. We anticipate it will take 

approximately 2 years to develop, given its complexity, and involve the input of West 

Horndon residents several times to ensure we capture the community wishes for any 

development that occurs in our village. We are already in constructive negotiation 

the Brentwood Borough Council Planning Policy Team. 

A request to formally define the Neighbourhood Area that the Neighbourhood Plan 

will cover has been submitted Brentwood Borough Council and we expect the 6 

week consultation on that to start before the end of May. 

Over the next 12 months, the following key milestones are expected to have been 

delivered on the Neighbourhood Plan: 

 Sought the views of West Horndon residents through a series of 
questionnaires and workshops 

 Provided a series of Options for the community to choose the type of 
development they would prefer to see in the village, including the aesthetics 
(Georgian, Victorian, Edwardian, Modern, Bungalows for instance), density 
(estates vs. low density development) and infrastructure you would expect as 
the quid pro quo for absorbing a large portion of Brentwood Borough's 
housing need in the village, should we be forced to do so. 

 Developed a draft Neighbourhood Plan, including detailed policies defining 
the type of development that the community would like in the village based on 
the input and the evidence base we have available to us, ready to be 
submitted to Brentwood Borough Council for formal consultation. 

 

Whilst we understand that some may question why we are preparing and investing in 

a Neighbourhood Plan which looks to control development, when it would appear 

that the focus should be on responding to the next iteration of the Local 

Development Plan to prevent any housing being built in the village, the point of the 

Neighbourhood Plan is that in the worst case scenario, whereby West Horndon 
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needs to absorb a large number of houses, as was proposed in the first Local 

Development Plan, the Neighbourhood Plan is genuinely the only way we can 

control that development. 

Cllrs Foan, Hart & Turner 

 

Flooding Maintenance 

Essex County Council is the statutory authority responsible for dealing with flooding 

from surface water and local flooding. The Parish Council has worked with officers 

from Essex County Council to help identify and resolve the recent flooding problems. 

Although the area needs to be considered as a whole it is easier to consider many of 

the problems if it is broken down into the following sections: 

1. A127 & the north of the Parish 
2. Childerditch  Lane & the Wolseley Industrial Park 
3. Western side of Thorndon Avenue 
4. Eastern side of Thorndon Avenue 
5. A128 & Old Tilbury Road 
6. Railway & south of the Parish 

 

1. A127 & the north of the Parish - The A127 runs to the north of the Parish. In 
normal circumstances water drains from the Thorndon Country Park under the 
road by means of a series of culverts. When these were last inspected they were 
clear and in good condition. 
 

2. Childerditch  Lane & the Wolseley Industrial Park - This area has drainage 
ditches on both sides of Childerditch Lane. The one to the west is overgrown but 
from reports by the landowning farmer a drainage system he installed to the 
adjacent fields has rendered this redundant. Given the heights of the banks, 
water from the road will not drain into this western ditch. The ditch to the east of 
the lane once again takes water from north of the A127 down towards culverts 
under the railway. Although this area has flooded over the past two years little 
work has been done to understand the exact causes or provide a remedy. 

 

3. Western side of Thorndon Avenue - There is a ditch behind the houses on the 
western side of Thorndon Avenue. This runs from the A127 (taking water that has 
passed under the road) behind all the houses and enters a culvert which is 
designed to take water under the Petersfield Way estate, Station Road and the 
Lombards Chase estate and finally under the railway to exit into a “river” system 
which is maintained by the Environment Agency. The ditch behind the properties 
in Thorndon Avenue is poorly maintained and has a large amount of vegetation 
growing in it as well as debris that would appear to have been discarded by the 
owners of properties. The entrance to the culvert is blocked and this will cause a 
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significant restriction to the flow of water. Essex County Council have tried to 
identify the land owners who are responsible maintaining the ditch and the 
entrance to the culvert, but the records at the land registry show the land does 
not have a registered owner and thus it has not been maintained. Unfortunately 
when heavy rain came over the Christmas period this resulted in flooding and 
water entered the church. Fortunately, as far as we are aware, no houses were 
flooded on this occasion. Essex County Council, who in the absence of legal land 
owners, are ultimately responsible for maintaining water courses are currently 
trying to find a means to organise suitable maintenance on an on-going basis.  
 

4. Eastern side of Thorndon Avenue - There is a drainage ditch which runs from the 
A127 across a field to behind the back of the primary school. At this point it 
diverts to the east running north of the park and a field before diverting south 
passing through a culvert under Station Road and finally another culvert 
under the railway. Following lengthy negotiations the responsible land owners 
have now cleared these ditches and the risk of flooding in this area has been 
significantly reduced. 

  

5. A128 & Old Tilbury Road – Essex Highways department removed tree roots 
which had blocked the road drains which serve this area. The heavy rain over 
Christmas 2013 did not cause flooding as had been the case the previous year. 
This problem seems to have been resolved; although given that the trees, whose 
roots blocked the drain, have not be removed there is the possibility that they 
could grow back and cause a problem at some time in the future. 

  

6. Railway & south of the Parish - There are several culverts which run under the 
railway. These are on land owned by Network Rail. Although some that are 
visible from public land appear to be overgrown Network Rail claim to have 
inspected them all and say they are functioning satisfactorily. They have said 
they will undertake maintenance work on these culverts in 2015. 

 

Thus, the situation with regards to flood management in the Parish has improved 
over the course of the last year, however there is still much work to be done. The 
Parish Council will continue to keep an eye on the drainage ditches and culverts and 
make sure problems are brought to the attention of the relevant authorities  
 
Cllr C Foan 
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Transport 
 
Transport Group 
 
The Parish Council continue to engage with C2C as current franchise owner, noting 
however that their franchise is currently out for tender with the results due towards 
the start of June.  We continue to push for Network Rail to construct a proper 
footpath out of the station, however this is unlikely to move forwards now until the 
new franchise is in place.  We also continue to stress the need for disabled access to 
both sides of the track. 
 
A meet the manager session will be set up once the new franchise has been 
announced, in which parishioners and other local people who use the station, can 
pose their questions face to face to our regional manager. 
 
As you may be aware, Essex County Council continue to review bus provision 
across the county.  The Transport Group continue to attend relevant meetings on 
bus provision and strategy, to ensure that the community’s voice is heard. 
 
Cllr K Turner 
 

 

Projects 

Park  

After identifying that many works were not being undertaken by Brentwood Borough 

Council (BBC) we started 2013 with the intention of changing the way the Park is 

run. We held several meetings with BBC about the best way to move things forward.  

The old agreement in place between BBC, The Park Committee and ourselves was 

not working on many levels.  

The management of the Park’s Committee had once again fallen behind in their 

financial responsibilities resulting in some members having to use their own monies. 

This effectively resulted in the Park Committee ceasing to exist. I’d like to 

acknowledge the work that the committee did over the years.  

With them ceasing to exist it became apparent that the tri party agreement could no 

longer work.  

Cllrs McNicol and Crowley met with officials at BBC in September 2013 to propose 

that the Parish Council run the park with financial assistance from BBC.  We were 

invited back in December 2013 to meet further officials and someone from the legal 

team. We found out from their legal team that the agreement had, in fact, expired 

several years earlier so the Park was, and indeed still is, in a ‘no mans’ land with no 
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one responsible for the upkeep. It further transpired that, in the past, the Parish 

Council had taken a lease out from the council for the Park which still has 80 years 

to run.  

We hope now to take over the running of the park ourselves but need funding to 

continue from BBC to be able to. We have requested our Ward member Linda 

Golding ask for this from BBC as it is not something the Parish Council can ask for, 

but at the time of writing this has still not been done, some 3 months after. What it 

shows is that BBC work to a different pace which has had a noticeable effect on the 

upkeep of the park and halted our 2013 programme. 

Cllr McNicol undertook a training course to be a ROSPA qualified play inspector 

which means he can inspect the parks play equipment for safety.  

We agreed to allow football back to West Horndon and have our first team West 

Horndon United playing in the Brentwood Sunday League. The team has been well 

supported and have had a good first season.  They hope to finish mid table. 

They have cut the pitch on several occasions and plan further improvements to it. 

In summary we still have big plans for improving the park for all residents but our 

hands have well and truly been tied by BBC.  We can assure all residents that the 

Parish Council will continue to push so that we can be proud of our park. 

Cllr D McNicol 

  

CCTV 

Cllr McNicol was tasked with looking at the current CCTV arrangements.  

We had an existing contract for the upkeep of our 2 cameras and for the monitoring 

of the cameras.  

Earlier in the year Cllr Price had discovered that the monitoring was not in real time 

but only a few times a day.  

Our supplier sent us a letter telling us that we had to upgrade our camera’s SIM 

cards as ours would soon be out of date. We decided to use this opportunity to 

tender out our CCTV needs by looking to add further cameras at strategic points 

within the village to protect us from ne’er do wells.  

During this process it became apparent that we did not need the monitoring of the 

cameras as we could download the information ourselves. The information is kept for 

30 days before overwriting.  
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Three companies were invited to tender and Cllr McNicol met with them to go 

through our requirements. They were asked to take over the maintenance of our 

existing cameras and to add further cameras within the village. All of them said that 

to site further cameras it would be easier and considerably cheaper if we were to site 

them on the existing street furniture which is a common practise.  

With this in mind they came back with their quotes. I then presented this to our full 

council and we voted to go ahead so long as we could gain permission from Essex 

County Council to site the new cameras on the street furniture. I tried, in vain, to get 

hold of someone at ECC to ask. Our county member Roger Hirst then stepped in 

and has also been chasing. At the time of writing, some 4 months later, there has 

been no response.  

In conclusion we have a competitive quote in place to bring further cameras into the 

village to not only act as a visible deterrent but provide peace of mind to our 

residents. However our hands have well and truly been tied by ECC. We can assure 

all residents that we are trying to get answers.  

Cllr D McNicol 

  

Fundraising 

Grants & Fundraising Group 

Much of my fundraising revolves around the park. As we are still unsure what will 

happen with the running of the park I have not been as active as I would have liked.  

Our local village pub, The Railway Arms, had new owners in September 2012 John 

and Sue. They are keen to give something back to the village and are trying to 

organise with our assistance a number of events for residents. An Older Villager’s 

Tea afternoon cum sing song, Film night and OAP Christmas dinner.  

The football team want to put on an end of season sports day in conjunction with the 

Parish council as well.  

Cllr D McNicol 
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Highways  

Highways Group 

Barriers outside West Horndon Village Hall 

Along with many others in the village concerns were made about small ‘Token’ rails 

that were fitted by Essex County Council in April of 2014. Having consulted with our 

Essex County Councillor, the West Horndon Under Fives Supervisor and those on 

the Parish Council at the time of this decision; (April 2013) it was clear that was has 

been installed was not as expected. Along with the help of Roger Hirst (ECC) Cllr 

Sibbald met with Chris Stoneham from Essex Highways and he has promised that 

this will be addressed. Further funding was released to extend the barrier outside the 

Village Hall to cover the Preschool outdoor space, in order to prevent poor parking 

and as an extra safety barrier.  

Cllr K Sibbald 

 

Community Events 

Events Group 

Christmas 

Our Christmas tree event was held 8th December and again we were lucky with the 

weather. The event was very well attended and we believe that the  numbers were 

up on last year - hopefully word is getting around the village  that this is a good event 

to attend! Maybe the mulled wine is the key, as we bought twice as much as last 

year and still ran out. 

 

The school entertained us with carols at 4pm around the tree, after which the lights 

were switched on by our 2013 Citizenship Award winner, Mr Norman Page. We all 

then returned to the warmth of the village hall to enjoy hot sausage rolls and mince 

pies. 

 

With the raffle and the donations we raised £385.58 for St Francis Hospice. 

 

The event will be held on Sunday 7th December this year - please make a note in 

your diaries 

Cllr S Lister 
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Film Nights 

Along with the cycling events, the Parish Council was awarded funds through 

Brentwood Borough Council’s Community Projects Scheme to promote and run 4 

Film Nights over the next 12 months. Working with Stepforward Productions we hope 

to deliver a professional cinema experience for all sections of the community in West 

Horndon, from the OAP’s to a family based viewing. These will run at intervals 

throughout this year and we hope will be received well by all. We hope this will be a 

platform to receive ideas for other future community events supported by the Parish 

Council and other community groups.  

Cllr K Sibbald 

 

Community Cycling Events 

In autumn last year we applied for grant funding from Brentwood Council to start a 
Community Cycling Club in the village. 
 
Whilst the grant awarded was less than we were expecting the Parish Council 
decided to fully fund the balance to get the club going. Various outside organisations 
were researched and approached and we settled on working with Vandome Cycles 
Ltd.  
 
Vandome are operated by National Qualified Cycling Instructors, fully insured and 
first aid trained. Each trip is risk assessed and led by their instructors. 
 
This is a community social event and we hope over the coming months we can grow 
the interest and participation. Children are welcome to joins us having reached 
bikeability level 2. 
 
Cllr A Crowley 
 

Citizenship Award 

The Citizenship Award is a prestigious event, which has been copied by other Parish 

Councils.  It is designed to celebrate the dedication many residents devote to the 

village/organisations and individuals.  Last year the Parish Council introduced a 

financial incentive to the group/individual who nominated the winner in each 

category.  This proved to be very popular and resulted in donations to St Francis 

Church, the Friendship Group and the Twirlers and this has been continued this 

year. 

Numbers of nominations for 2014 have been encouraging although there have been 

no nominations for the young person’s category. 
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In 2013, for the first time, the event was held at the start of the Annual Parish 

Meeting with free refreshments provided by the Parish Council.  This was judged to 

be a great success. 

We would like to thank the Deputy Mayor of Brentwood for agreeing to hand out the 

prizes this year. 

Clerk 

 

Website 

Communications Group 

The LDP website had to be quickly put together to provide a central source and log 

of all the necessary communications. 

The current council website is being relaunched, and should give greater 
prominence to village events and news on the home page, as well as easier access 
for the Clerk to upload agendas and minutes of council meetings.  All feedback will 
be welcomed once the site is launched later this month. 
 
The website has been restructured for two reasons 

 The change in user technology. The advance of  smart phone / tablet 
technology required a change in the way information is accessed 
 

 The ability for Councillors and the Clerk to update their own work areas  
 

This required choosing the right interface for users for viewing and input, This also 

has to be flexible by being usable on many different devices and multiple web 

interfaces. This has been achieved ensuring that the parish website continues to be 

up to modern day requirements. 

Social Media 

Facebook 

The parish has a presence in this arena. The council has launched its own Facebook 
page which is open to the public to follow.  We will be using this as a key means to 
disseminate information and updates to those parishioners who regularly use 
Facebook.  It is fully appreciated however that not all parishioners are online, and 
even those that are may not wish to use  Facebook.  As such we will continue to use 
the village notice boards together with our website (which is being relaunched) to 
reach as wide an audience as possible. 
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Twitter 

This is being investigated as a useable medium 

StreetLife 

This is a very different format of use and is being evaluated as to the advantages of 

its use 

Broadband  

The campaign by the combined Parishes of Herongate & Ingrave and West Horndon 

unfortunately did not result in the prospect of highspeed broadband  being delivered 

to the Herongate exchange for the foreseeable future. 

Cllrs Hammond & Turner 
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HOWARD MEMORIAL TRUST 

ANNUAL REPORT 

2013/14 

The trust currently has £2,318.24 in the account (see attached).  During the financial year 

2013/14 the Trust has made no grants.  This is due to the fact that there has been no official 

recording of changes to trustees in the past and the bank would not accept any new 

signatories.  

It has taken some time to unravel the legal position.  It has been necessary to engage the 

services of a solicitor to formally appoint the current trustees and to assure the bank that the 

trust was now being run correctly.  The clerk successfully negotiated a reduced fee of £200 

plus VAT for this service. 

The bank has now recognised the new signatories and administrator but the position with 

trustees is a little less clear.  The solicitors are still in contact with Lloyds Bank regarding 

this. 

Donations to the trust during the year stand at £300.  £200 was donated by West Horndon 

Parish Council and £100 by Graphic International Display Ltd based on the Industrial Park. 

Once the administrator was officially recognised by the bank she wrote to over 50 local 

businesses to secure donations.  To date £100 has been donated from this campaign.  An 

application was also made to Ford’s Community Fund, which was unsuccessful. 

The Trust is now in a position to make grants and will be advertising this later in the year 

 

Lynne Farquhar – May 2014 

 

 

Howard Memorial Trust    

April 2013 - March 2014    

     

Date  £ Income Expenditure 

1.4.13 Opening balance 2,018.24   

4.3.14 Donation from Parish Council  200.00  

4.3.14 Donation from GID Ltd  100.00  

     

 TOTALS  300.00  

 Closing balance 2,318.24   

     

     

     



18 

 

Village hall report 2013/2014 

Again the village hall has had a good year -  we again capped the prices of hiring the 

hall – we feel that some of the regular clubs are struggling and so us not putting the 

prices up helps them to keep running. 

The village hall under took some re decoration/works this year -  we closed for about 

4 weeks and in that time we had the toilets completely re furbished – this has made 

a huge difference. 

The hall floor was also re done – it was sanded down and re stained/varnished 

We also had new doors put on the front of the stage where the bowls club keep their 

equipment – this has made them much easier to use. 

New chairs were purchased for downstairs – these were bought with a donation from 

a villager. 

We held several fund raising events the past year and all profits from these goes to 

the upkeep of the village hall. 

The village hall is used extensively during the week with all the regular village clubs 

that use it.  We hope that there are a variety of clubs to suit all ages. 

I have been approached from 2 ladies to start 2 new classes;  one a yoga class and 

one a keep fit/dance class we hope to get them started end of May/beginning of 

June 

I would just like to thank the rest of the village hall committee for their help in running 

the hall – even though we are only a small committee we work hard to keep the hall 

going. 

Tina Duffin 
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Appendix 1 - WEST HORNDON 

PARISH COUNCIL 
 

                          

Income and Expenditure Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 
2014 

 

 

 2013/14   2012/13 

 £ £ £ £ 

Income     

Precept 22,253.00  15,003.00  

Grants 11,678.26  9,341.00  

Interest 1.61  20.38  

VAT 733.36  5,733.13  

Donation/other 676.52  307.21  

     

Total Income Received  35,342.75  30,404.72 

     

Less Payments     

     

Grants 1,084.58  3,507.21  

Services 1,044.36  1,729.36  

Projects 5,725.27  1,454.12  

     

Sub total  7,854.21  6,690.69 

     

Overheads     

     

Admin 11002.47  11690.97  

Insurance 363.13  286.19  

Subs 560.32  494.73  

Member expenses 74.56  200.65  

Training 2006.13  559.30  

VAT 353.40  782.42  

Chairman's fund  
0 

 335.25  

Hall usage 658.50  658.00  

     

Sub total  15018.51  15,007.51 

     

Total expenditure  22,872.72  21,698.20 

     

Surplus/[Excess]  12,470.03  8706.52 
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WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL – COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Name Responsibility E-mail Telephone 

Cllr 

Anthony 

Crowley – 

Chairman 

Governance lead - Policy, 

standards, personnel, training, 

Howard Memorial Trust, 

communications/newsletter, park 

whpc.cllr.anthonycrowley@gmail.com 07956852156 

Cllr Chris 

Price -

Vice 

Chairman 

Community & Culture lead - 

Leisure, police, events, youth, 

community 

whpc.cllr.chrisprice@gmail.com 07708503104 

Cllr. David 

Hammond 

- 

Councillor 

Leisure, police, events, youth, 

community, 

communications/website/newsletter 

whpc.cllr.davidhammond@gmail.com 07872649994 

Cllr. Colin 

Foan - 

Councillor 

Environment & Planning lead - 

Environment, planning, highways 

whpc.cllr.colinfoan@gmail.com 01277 

812197 

Cllr Chris 

Hart - 

Councillor 

Highways lead - Planning, 

highways, traffic 

whpc.cllr.chrishart@gmail.com 07792024043 

Cllr Kathy 

Turner - 

Councillor 

Communications & Transport 

lead - Planning, transport, 

communications/website/newsletter 

whpc.cllr.kathyturner@gmail.com 07881922852 

Cllr Kate 

Sibbald - 

Councillor 

Health lead - Leisure, police, 

events, youth, community, health 

whpc.cllr.katesibbald@gmail.com 07717725225 

Cllr Sue 

Lister - 

Councillor 

Finance lead - Leisure, police, 

events, youth, community, grants & 

funding, transport. 

whpc.cllr.suelister@gmail.com 01277 

812116 

Cllr Dan 

McNicol - 

Councillor 

Leisure, police, events, youth, 

community, environment, park 

whpc.cllr.danmcnicol@gmail.com 07973694583 
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