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Chairman’s Report 

The Parish Council is celebrating 10 years of service to the village this year but it is fair to 

say it nearly didn’t make it to its 10th anniversary! It has been a challenging year to say the 

least. 

Some months ago the Council was almost reduced to just three Councillors and its very 

existence questioned. Since then six new councillors have been recruited and of course we 

also have a new Clerk. So there has been a period of change, time required to settle in and 

understand the workings of the council and to start to move things forward. 

Nevertheless, I have no doubt that what was started by Brian Crome and his team 10 years 

ago and has moved on, under the stewardship of Linda Golding and Steve Williams to where 

we are now, has been and will continue to be, a benefit to the village of West Horndon. 

So what has happened this past year?  

Well on the boring side, given the number of new recruits and the directive from government 

for new codes of conduct and register of interests, the Council decided to review all of its 

existing policies. Updating where necessary and adopting new policies to ensure that we 

have a fully functioning, fully compliant and fully transparent Parish Council. This was an 

onerous task and I would like to express my thanks to our Clerk Lynne Farquhar for all the 

time and hard work put into this. (Boring bit over). 

We have carried out the biggest and most detailed survey of the Parish ever undertaken. We 

thank those that returned questionnaires, the survey results were published and we have 

held the first meeting of the “Strategy Group” which will look to develop mid and long term 

plans for the development of amenities and facilities within the Parish. In fact, we are looking 

for two residents to join this group so there is a mix of residents and Councillors working on 

this together. 

A number of difficult planning applications have come before us but as an active voice for 

the village, we rigorously defended and objected to the Fuel Distribution Depot, Camelia 

Court and so on and objectively listed the pros and cons of the Wind Turbine application. 

Again I have no doubt that we will be tested by equally difficult applications as we move into 

the year ahead but we will act as appropriate and continue to speak for the village. 

With the reduction in Policing and our PCSO having to sometimes travel by bus, Cllr Enever 

has led a review for additional CCTV. With cameras strategically placed everything 

entering/leaving the village will be covered at some point. Many thanks to Sylvia Arkieson for 

the Neighbourhood Watch information that she continues to put together and to her team of 

“deliverers”. 

A new more informative and user friendly website has been developed by Cllr Hammond 

and this will continue to evolve. We are continuing to improve the newsletter wanting it to be 

more news based rather than Parish Council based but, despite contacting many, many 

groups and organisations throughout the parish, the newsletter can only ever be as good as 

its content and we have to say getting content is not easy and that’s a shame! 

Another enjoyable, well attended Christmas Tree lighting event was held, much thanks to 

Cllr Lister for organising and Cllr Price for the music. Over £300 was raised and donated to 

Little Havens Hospice. 
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This past year the Parish Council has given grants or funding to the Joint Park Committee, 

the Village Hall, the Howard Memorial Trust, the Jubilee Committee and we fund the upkeep 

of the bedding planters at the railway station. 

We have worked hard to improve the bus services and to bring more buses into the village. 

This coupled with positive discussions with c2c will hopefully lead in the near future to the 

buses be able to use the station car park as a “turnaround”.  Our discussions with c2c were 

extremely positive with a dedicated pedestrian walkway high on our priority list and 

discussions regarding a lift that should itself become reality within the next franchise service 

term. 

On highways we have been promised a second zebra crossing and additional barriers 

outside the village hall on Station Road to afford better protection to the under 5’s play area. 

We are pestering both the Borough and County for more traffic calming measures. 

There are new owners of the industrial estate who we are scheduling to meet, designed to 

create a better working relationship and to better understand their future plans. Alongside 

the commendable work by Anne Buckmaster and the Environment Group, the Parish 

Council has raised concerns over the increasing number of hgv vehicles travelling through 

the village and the increase in operators’ licenses being applied for. 

We have joined forces with our neighbours in Herongate & Ingrave to have superfast 

broadband rolled out across our parishes but, this needs you as individuals to sign up to as it 

will be demand driven! 

Four areas of the Parish were flooded over Christmas. Flooding that has not been seen in 

the village for decades. Cllr Foan has worked tirelessly to identify those responsible for the 

lack of maintenance of the ditches and flood relief scheme and to ensure that works are 

undertaken to minimise the future risk. 

To help the Parks Association who desperately need new active members, we have taken 

over the responsibility for the maintenance of the park. The Borough has provided sub-

standard works for far too long and this must be reversed. Again an on-going amenities plan 

is being discussed. Cllr McNicol has organised a “family camping-out” event for June and we 

hope this will be the first of more events that can be reintroduced to the park. Men’s football, 

very successful in the village in a previous era, could kick-off in the park again this year. 

We have increased the parish precept for only the second time in the past six years. The 

precept is designed to make-up the difference between our income and our budgeted 

expenditure and with our grant from the Borough being reduced again after 2014 an 

increase in precept is necessary if we are to try to deliver our projects successfully. 

Where finance is concerned, Cllr Lister has sourced a “new” account for the Council which 

increases the amount of interest on the balance, over and above the near zero interest that 

we have currently been earning. 

We now move forward to a “new” Parish year, where we look forward to delivering improved 

services for the benefit of the parish. 

Cllr Anthony Crowley - Chairman 
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Introduction 

16th May 2003 saw the inaugural meeting of West Horndon Parish Council, almost exactly 

ten years to our meeting today.  There have been many changes, achievements and 

challenges  over  those ten years but never forget that this is your Parish Council.  Take this 

opportunity, in partnership with the Parish Council, to shape the future of the village.  

Councillor contact details and areas of responsibility can be found in Appendix 2. 

Geoff Rudd, the original clerk served the Parish Council for almost ten years.  Geoff left in 

2012 and the Parish Council would like to extend  its thanks to Geoff for taking it from those 

formative years into the strong public body it is today.  With a new clerk and largely new 

council 2012/13 was always going to be a year where foundations were laid.  Time has been 

spent in training, to ensure everyone has the skills and knowledge to perform in the role with 

confidence.  Cllr Crowley conducted a review of the policies in place and the council now 

has a complete set of new policies and procedures to ensure smooth and lawful operation.  

This has set a firm foundation to build on in the future. 

Finance 

Attached are the set of accounts for 2012/13 & 2011/12 (Appendix 1). These show a total 

spend of £21,700 for 2012/13. The Parish Council has ended the financial year with £55,595 

in the bank and although these funds are healthy we anticipate that in the next financial year 

funds will be spent on some large-scale projects to benefit members of the community.   In 

terms of income, £9340 was in the form of a grant from Brentwood Borough Council and 

£15,000 raised from the parish precept. 

The clerk and the Finance lead, Cllr Lister, have concentrated on streamlining and cost 

reduction in a number of areas, particularly administration costs.  For example the phone bill 

has been reduced by £300 and the cost of wages administration has been reduced by £200 

pa.  We are in the process of moving our savings account to take advantage of higher 

interest rates. 

Outstanding VAT of £4740 has been successfully reclaimed. 

The Parish Council is committed to sourcing additional funds for projects from outside 

organisations and this is on-going. 

This coming year (April 2013) we have increased the precept to £35 which will create an 
income of approximately £22,000.  There had been a small increase in the precept in 
2012/13 but, previous to this, the Parish Precept had stayed at the same level for 4 years.  
  
Although we are aware that these are very difficult times for many people we felt it 
necessary to raise the precept so that we can actually move forward on projects such as 
traffic calming and more CCTV in the village to make West Horndon a better place for all of 
us to live. 
 
Cllr Sue Lister – Finance lead 
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Planning  

During the year to the end of April 2013 there were 28 planning applications that were 

received and or determined. The Parish Council is a statutory consultee for all planning 

applications within the Parish but the final decision is taken by Brentwood Borough Council. 

The Parish Council’s current policy is to recommend applications that comply with the 
Brentwood Replacement Local Plan. In particular they: 
 

 do not cause an increase heavy traffic 

 do not change the general character of the street or area 

 do not cause a significant breach of privacy to neighbours 
 
Seventeen of the applications were associated with residential properties. Of these 9 were 
full applications which were approved and 1 is pending consideration at the time of writing 
this report (30th April). One outline application was approved and the remaining six were 
technical applications for minor changes to already permitted plans, three were approved, 
two refused and one is pending consideration. 
 
There were three applications for modifications to Tree Preservation Orders, two of these 
were approved and one was refused. 
 
Six applications were associated with commercial properties. One was a time extension to 
an approved plan which was accepted. Four applications were refused and one is still 
pending consideration, the Parish Council has recommended acceptance of this application. 
 
The remaining applications were associated with the Section 106 Unilateral Undertaking to 
provide affordable housing associated with Camellia Court at 191 Thorndon Avenue. This 
application is the subject of a formal planning appeal which is currently deferred until the end 
of May pending a possible resolution of the situation between Brentwood Borough Council 
and the developer. The Parish Council is pressing hard to ensure that the affordable 
housing is delivered within the Parish and not elsewhere in the Borough. 
 
Of the commercial applications refused two are worthy of mention. The first is the application 
for a change of use to permit a fuel storage depot on the Industrial Estate. The Parish 
Council were fully opposed to this application and worked hard to ensure this, and 
the views of the electorate, were brought to the attention of the planning team at 
Brentwood Borough Council.  The application was refused, the primary reason being the 
safety and volume of extra traffic that the development would have caused along Station 
Road. 
  
The other application of note was for a wind turbine to be sited on Dunton Hills Farm. 
Members of the Parish Council had mixed views about this and our consultation response 
reflected views both for and against this application. The final decision from Brentwood 
Borough Council was to refuse. It must be noted that the applicant has recently appealed 
against the refusal decision. 
 
Cllr Colin Foan – Planning lead 
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Flooding 

The Parish was subject to some serious flooding issues in November and December 

2012 and some properties were, unfortunately, flooded.  The Parish Council led by Cllr 

Foan has worked tirelessly to identify the problems and work with the organisations 

and individuals to resolve issues and to prevent this occurring in the future.   

Cllr Foan’s report is below. 

Although the area needs to be considered as a whole it is easier to consider many of the 

problems if it is broken down into the following sections: 

1. A127 & the north of the Parish 
2. Childerditch  Lane & the Wolseley Industrial park 
3. Western side of Thorndon Avenue 
4. Eastern side of Thorndon Avenue 
5. A128 & old Tilbury Road 
6. Railway & south of the Parish 

 
1. A127 & the north of the Parish - The A127 runs to the north of the Parish. In normal 

circumstances water drains from the Thorndon Country Park under the road by means of 
a series of culverts. I have looked at several of these and they are generally clear and 
well maintained. There have been reports that maintenance undertaken to at least one of 
the culverts resulted in its diameter being reduced as it was just relined when 
maintenance was required. I cannot confirm this. The A127 has in the past on rare 
occasions flooded, resulting in the road being closed to traffic. The most recent occasion 
was 25th December 2013. This does raise the question about how fit for purpose the road 
drainage system is. Lee Sencier (from Essex County Council Flood & Water 
Management Department) has referred this to ECC Highways Department who are 
responsible for the A127 in the Halfway House area. They are due to undertake formal 
inspection to ensure that all parts of the system are fully serviceable and to obtain a view 
as to whether past maintenance has resulted in a restriction to the culverts under the 
road and if so was this a significant contribution the recent road flooding. 
 

2. Childerditch  Lane & the Wolseley Industrial park - This area has drainage ditches on 
both sides of Childerditch Lane. The one to the west is overgrown but from reports by the 
landowning farmer a drainage system he installed to the adjacent fields has rendered 
this redundant. Given the heights of the banks, water from the road will not drain into this 
western ditch. The ditch to the east of the lane once again takes water from north of the 
A127 down towards culverts under the railway. Historic culverts which seem to pass 
under cottages failed to cope with water flows on several occasions at the end of 2012 
causing the cottages to flood. A bye-pass ditch has recently been dug behind the 
cottages and it seems that this has alleviated this problem. The ditch then passes 
through a culvert under the entrance to the Wolseley Industrial estate. Although this does 
not look to be in a particularly good state of maintenance reports suggest it did not fail on 
Christmas morning although that might just be because the water flow was restricted to 
the north at the cottages. This culvert would be worthy of further investigation.   

 
3. Western side of Thorndon Avenue - There is a ditch behind the houses on the western 

side of Thorndon Avenue. This runs from the A127 (taking water that has passed under 
the road) behind all the houses and enters a culvert which is designed to take water 
under the Pertersfield Way estate, Station Road and the Lombards Chase estate and 
finally under the railway to exit into a “river” system which is maintained by the 
Environment Agency. The ditch behind the properties in Thorndon Avenue is poorly 
maintained and has a large amount of vegetation growing in it as well as debris that 
would appear to have been discarded by the owners of properties. The entrance to the 



  

7 
 

culvert is blocked and this will cause a significant restriction to the flow of water. The exit 
south of the railway appears to be clear and well maintained. Essex County Council are 
currently trying to identify the responsible land owners. However this is proving more 
difficult than expected as documentation for this area is not consistent.   

 
4. Eastern side of Thorndon Avenue - There is a drainage ditch which runs from the A127 

across a field to behind the back of the primary school. At this point it diverts to the east 
running north of the park and a field before diverting south passing through a culvert 
under Station Road and finally another culvert under the railway.  This entire system is 
poorly maintained. The ditches are blocked by debris including old tyres as well as large 
amounts of vegetation including established trees. The park area has two drainage 
ditches which discharge water into a culvert located at the entrance of the park. Neither 
of them are part of the formal flood elevation scheme but serve to manage water in the 
park area. The one north of the properties in Cadogen Avenue has been partly 
maintained although there is still work to be done especially to the eastern end. The ditch 
which runs from just behind the school to the park entrance has also been has some 
recent maintenance but once again there is still more work to be done. I am not sure 
where the culvert at the entrance to the park discharges. Essex County Council have 
identified the responsible land owners and will issue notices to get appropriate 
maintenance done in the very near future.  

 
5. A128 & old Tilbury Road - On Christmas day there was flooding on the A128 by the 

turning onto the Old Tilbury Road. This appears to be a failure of the highways drainage 
system rather than the land drainage system. There are reports that some recent 
maintenance to the highways drains resulted in debris being left in the drainage system. 
Lee Sencier from Essex County Council as asked the Essex Highways department to 
investigate and if necessary take appropriate action. 

 
6. Railway & south of the Parish - There are several culverts which run under the railway. 

These are on land owned by Network Rail. Some are visible from public land and most of 
these are over-grown and blocked with debris. They are in need of urgent maintenance. I 
can only speculate about the culverts that are not visible from public land but I suspect 
that they also are likely to be in need of maintenance.  The drainage systems to the 
south of the railway are technically classified as “river” systems and the responsibility for 
overseeing these is with the Environment Agency. The ones that I have been able to see 
generally seem to be in reasonable condition  There have been questions raised about 
whether the landscaping work done on Barnards Farm might impede water flow. This 
probably needs to be investigated. 

 
It is clear that several riparian land owners have urgent and necessary maintenance 
work to do. Lee Sencier  from Essex County Council is in the process of identifying 
these owners via the Land Registry & will formally approach them to get them to 
undertake the necessary maintenance work. 
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Projects 

 Village upkeep 

 

The Parish Council continue to work in partnership with the Borough Council on 

improving upkeep of the village, such as, verge cutting and tree trimming.  They also 

bring to the Borough’s attention any issues residents raise with them both through 

personal contact and questions raised at the Parish Meetings, such as, car parking 

on verges, broken drains etc. 

There have been complaints received from residents regarding the poor state of the 

alleyway between Cadogan Avenue and Station Road.  Work has been done, by Cllr 

Enever, to establish ownership of the alleyway but this is proving difficult.  The Parish 

Council will continue with this investigation to try and determine ownership with a 

view to resurfacing the alleyway and/or creating a safe or alternative walking area. 

 

 Traffic calming 

 

The Parish Council has been working with Cllr John Roberts (Essex County Council) 

on the promotion of several traffic calming measures for the village.  Sites for two 

zebra crossings have been put forward – ECC are awaiting the results of a traffic 

speed survey before proceeding.  Cllr Roberts has indicated that the crossing outside 

the GP surgery is a possibility but the Parish Council will continue to lobby ECC for a 

second crossing.   

The Parish Council has investigated the possibility of narrowing Station Road, at the 

entrance to the village to reduce traffic speed.  ECC has indicated the cost would be 

prohibitive but the Parish Council continues to explore cheaper options. 

 

 79 Station Road 

 

Plans have been drawn up for the improvement in this area.  However, since the 

discovery of the unstable wall to the edge of the properties any development has 

been put on hold until this can be resolved with the owners. 

 

 Park maintenance 

Overview 

West Horndon Park is run by a Tri Party agreement between Brentwood Borough 

Council, West Horndon Park Association and West Horndon Parish Council. Cllrs 

Crowley and McNicol are the representatives on the committee for the Parish Council 

and both have some exciting plans for future facilities and activities in the park.  The 

funding for the Park is made up by a grant from BBC for £3,300 and by a grant from 

West Horndon Parish Council for £2,700 with any monies raised by the Park 

Association also being added.  

In theory anything that happens within the park should be agreed by all parties. 

However in practise this is not happening, particularly on the BBC side in regards to 

the maintenance and banking. 
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The park has been awarded the prestigious QE11 status which will ensure there is 

no development on it.  

Grass Cutting and Upkeep of Park  

BBC currently have the contract to cut the grass and look after the general 

maintenance to the park. They were unable to cut the grass as many times as we 

have been charged for due to the heavy rainfall throughout 2012. It has been obvious 

that BBC have not been able to satisfactorily keep up the maintenance to the 

standard required and Stuart Anderson (BBC) has indicated that they would look at 

the charges and overall commitment by BBC. There is also an ongoing issue with 

communication between BBC and the other 2 parties which has recently been 

highlighted by the terrible cutting to the park which has seen a scorched earth policy. 

There has also been little tidying up afterwards which has seen the ditch that runs 

parallel to Cadogan Avenue being choked with debris from the cutting. In other areas 

of the park where bushes and hedges have been cut back it has left lots of litter and 

glass, which we have been assured will be cleaned by BBC. The Parks Association 

have been involved with some ditch clearing which saved many houses from being 

flooded at Christmas. They have also been involved with planting all over the park 

and some cutting of grass and the upkeep to the willow arch.  

Moving forward there are proposals to look at alternative companies to tender for the 

cutting and general upkeep. 

Weather and Flooding 

The unusually high rain we experienced in 2012 had a direct effect on the park. BBC 

were unable to carry out all the maintenance. The continued use of the park by 

members of the public has meant that some areas have been damaged and in 

general the park is looking fairly run down. 

The clay that West Horndon sits on combined with the high rainfall has meant the 

water table is very high and even a shower will cause large puddles to form and parts 

of the park to flood. The ditches have coped pretty well but need to be monitored for 

any obstructions such as debris left after cutting.  

Future plans include relaying the path as it is susceptible to flooding. The drainage in 

the field itself tends to be localised showing that part of the drainage that was put in 

works whilst in some other areas it does not. At present it is felt that it is unviable 

costwise to improve the drainage system but it should be monitored.  

Play area and Equipment 

The play area and equipment remain a big draw and the jewel in the parks crown. 

The playground itself is used by children and families throughout the village and even 

attracts visitors from outside. The exercise equipment is proving popular and is a 

welcome addition to the park and seems to be used by a wide age range.  

In general the park is treated well by its users. We have had some damage to several 

pieces of equipment but it is more wear and tear than outright vandalism. The 

football/basketball court is used on a daily basis again by a wide age range.  
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In the future it has been suggested we can improve facilities further for the youth of 

the village and there is a proposal to look into grants for this.  

Banking and Fund Raising 

At present as indicated earlier the park is funded by grant from BBC and WHPC with 

any funds raised by the PA added. The parks finances are controlled by its 

nominated honorary secretary who is John Fry. John used to work for BBC and still 

has an advisory role with them and administers the account from their premises. The 

benefit of this is we do not pay John for his time and as it is run through the councils 

own systems we are not liable for any VAT. The downsides are that all too frequently 

we have no idea what is being paid and what it is for. It has been highlighted at the 

last few joint committee meetings that this is in fact against the constitution of the 

joint committee and urgently needs to be reviewed and dealt with.  

The joint committee has identified that not enough is being done with fund raising. 

The PA and PC have taken matters up and announced their first joint project of a 

family fun day and camping event. There are also other ideas in the pipeline for a 

quiz night and 2014 summer fete.  

Football 

There have been many requests by residents to find out if football could be played at 

the park. Historically West Horndon enjoyed some success with its football teams 

and many older residents remember fondly watching and playing. It was thought that 

the pitch would not be suitable and someone had even said that it would cost many 

thousands of pounds to bring the pitch up to FA standards. Councillor McNicol felt 

that this may not be the case and spoke with John Mosquera from the PA about it. 

John then contacted the FA and they came out to inspect the pitch. It passed with the 

only provisos being the markings and some filling to a couple of holes. Adam Ward a 

local man from the village is in the process of setting up a team to play in a Sunday 

league.  

Cllr Dan McNicol 

 Newsletter/website 

 

Newsletter – the newsletter is produced quarterly and is delivered to every house in 

the village by volunteers from the Neighbourhood Watch.  The newsletter now 

includes the Neighbourhood Watch News.  The newsletter is well-received but needs 

more input from local groups and individuals.  Do you have a story to tell, an event to 

publish or an issue to air?  Contact the clerk on whpc.parishclerk@gmail.com 

The Parish Council are looking to increase the size of the newsletter in the future.  To 

off-set any extra costs, they are looking into the possibility of raising the extra funds 

needed from advertising.  

 

Website – The website has been completely revamped by Cllr Hammond and is now 

a bespoke website for West Horndon Parish Council.  There are currently no plans 

for a forum/discussion page as there have been issues with other parish websites 

that have offered this facility.  Local company listings have been removed as this 

could have been seen as promoting some local businesses over others but contact 

mailto:whpc.parishclerk@gmail.com
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details of community interest have remained, such as, the local GP surgery.  The 

nomination area was used successfully for this year’s Citizenship Awards.  This can 

now be used for future events where needed. Local planning applications are directly 

linked to Brentwood Borough Council’s website and the Neighbourhood Watch area 

has been reintroduced. 

 

The future – the ability for councillors to update their own web information, 

more local events and images. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-560000-186000/page/13 

 

 

 Broadband/communications 

 

Broadband – The broadband project has been run in conjunction with Herongate 

and Ingrave Parish Council.  The recent challenge has been to get residents to 

register on www.superfastessex.org.  This means that the level of interest for High 

Speed Broadband can be collated.  Where the level of interest meets the required 

criteria the possibility of High Speed Broadband improves.  There has been a small 

campaign on a Facebook group to encourage local residents to register.  It will also 

be necessary to encourage local businesses to lobby for High Speed Broadband. 

 

Cllr David Hammond – Communications lead 

 Christmas and other events  
 
The West Horndon Christmas Tree event on Sunday 3rd December 2012 was a 
great success and very well attended. The weather was dry, which was a real bonus 
considering the dreadfully wet weather that we had been experiencing.   
 
The event started at 4pm in the village hall with mince pies, sausage rolls and mulled 
wine being served to get everyone in the festive mood. We all then went outside 
round the tree to listen to the children from West Horndon Primary School sing us 
some Christmas songs finishing with a rousing "We Wish you a Merry Christmas" 
 
Afterwards the Christmas tree lights were ceremonially turned on by Doll Gridley the 
2012 winner of West Horndon's Citizenship Award. When the lights had been duly 
admired every one came back into the village hall to enjoy more warm snacks and 
mulled wine, and for the first time to enjoy musical entertainment from our Councillor 
Chris Price and the group "Where's Spot" who sang both A Capella and 
accompanied. Mr G the magic man also went round doing his tricks to amuse us all 
 
At 6pm after the raffle was drawn people left the hall after having enjoyed a very 
sociable afternoon. The event raised over £307.21 in donations for the Little Havens 
Children's hospice. We would also like to thank all those who helped and a special 
thank you to the Camena Music Academy who kindly loaned the music equipment 
and Cllr Lister for planning and organising the event and refreshments.  
 
Next year we plan to have the event on Sunday 8th December - save the date in 
your diary!  
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-560000-186000/page/13
http://www.superfastessex.org/
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Camping Weekend 22nd June 2013 
 
We are hoping to hold a family camping weekend on 22nd June. This will include a 
kite making session, with the results to be judged in a Kite Flying competition, various 
sporty competitions and a family BBQ, followed by a peaceful (we hope!) nights 
camping in the park. On the Sunday there will be a prize giving ceremony for all the 
winners. We hope the village will support us at this event. 

 

 Citizenship Award 
 
The Citizenship Award is a prestigious award, which has been copied by other Parish 
Councils. It is designed to celebrate the dedication many residents devote to the 
village/organisations and individuals.   In an attempt to increase the number of 
nominations for the award, particularly in the young person’s category, the Parish 
Council instigated a number of changes.  For the first time, a financial incentive was 
offered to the group/individual who nominated the winner in each category.  A £50 
donation to charity.  Nominations could now be completed on-line and many 
groups/organisations associated with the village were contacted encouraging them to 
nominate a member.  However, nominations remained low and the Parish Council 
will be open to suggestions from residents about what they would like to see in the 
future. 
 
For the first time this evening we are combining the Citizenship Award with our 
annual meeting, so we hope that this is judged a success that we can build on in 
years to come. We would like to thank the new Mayor of Brentwood for agreeing to 
hand out the prizes this year. 
 
We trust that you enjoyed the refreshments and drinks 
 
Cllr Sue Lister - Events 
 

 Grants and funding 

 

Grants have been awarded this year as follows: 

£200 to Howard Memorial Trust – report Appendix 3 

£2,700 to the West Horndon Joint Park Committee 

£300 to the Village Hall for flower bed maintenance – report Appendix 4 

 

The Parish Council has set aside additional funds to enable them to further support 

local groups. 

 

 CCTV 

 

The Parish Council has investigated the current CCTV system and has found that 

some areas of the village have none, or very little coverage.  Cllrs Enever and 

Crowley visited the monitoring room at Brentwood Borough Council and found that 

current monitoring was limited. 

Having decided to change the current CCTV system the Parish Council has agreed, 

in principle, to a new system, dependant on finance.  Cllr Enever has contacted 

various companies.  There are new ideas for siting and a meeting has been held with 

the current suppliers. 

The Parish Council hope to have a new system installed by the end of 2013.  



  

13 
 

 

 Transport liaison 

 

The Parish Council has worked hard to improve the bus services and to encourage 

more buses to pick up within the village. 

 

 Station car park  

 

A meeting has been held with representatives form C2C in an attempt to create a bus 

‘turn-around’ in the station car park.  This would enable more buses to come into the 

village.  Discussions have also been held regarding the creation of a safe pedestrian 

walkway in the car park. 

 

 Parish Survey  

A comprehensive Parish Survey was conducted this year and the results have been 

collated.  The Parish Council have formed a Strategy Group to develop the ideas put 

forward in the survey.  They would like two interested members of the public to join 

them and contribute to the work of this group. 
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WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

          Appendix 1 

Income and Expenditure Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 
2013 

 

 

 2012/13  2011/12  

 £ £ £ £ 

Income     

Precept 15,003.00  12,595.42  

Grants 9,341.00  9,535.50  

Interest 20.38  22.30  

VAT 5,733.13  738.55  

Donation 307.21  50.00  

     

Total Income Received  30,404.72  22,941.77 

     

Less Payments     

     

Grants 3,507.21  3,972.34  

Services 1,729.36  3,385.23  

Projects 1,454.12  14,856.43  

     

Sub total  6,690.69  22,214.00 

     

Overheads     

     

Admin 11123.22  7,553.53  

Insurance 286.19  299.04  

Subs 494.73  443.89  

Expenses 200.65  276.33  

Training 559.30   160.00  

Sundries 567.75  603.75  

VAT 782.42  3,751.94  

Chairman's fund 335.25  7.49  

Hall usage 658.00  443.00  

     

Sub total  15,007.51  13,538.97 

     

Total expenditure  21,698.20  35,752.97 

     

Surplus/[Excess]  8706.52  [12811.20] 
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Councillor contact details                                                                           Appendix 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Name Responsibility E-mail Telephone 

Cllr Anthony 

Crowley – 

Chairman 

Policy, staffing, Howard 

Memorial Trust, park 

development, village 

strategy. 

whpc.cllr.anthonycrowley@gmail.com 07956852156 

Cllr Chris Price -

Vice Chairman 

Policy, highways & 

transport, police 

whpc.cllr.chrisprice@gmail.com 07708503104 

Cllr. David 

Hammond - 

Councillor 

Communications, 

community & culture 

whpc.cllr.davidhammond@gmail.com 07872649994 

Cllr. Colin Foan - 

Councillor 

Planning, environment, 

village strategy 

whpc.cllr.colinfoan@gmail.com 01277 

812197 

Cllr Terry 

Enever - 

Councillor 

Planning, highways whpc.cllr.terryenever@gmail.com 01277 

812363 

Cllr Sue Lister - 

Councillor 

Finance, health, events, 

grants & funding 

whpc.cllr.suelister@gmail.com 01277 

812116 

Cllr Dan McNicol 

- Councillor 

Park, youth, events, grants 

& funding community & 

culture 

whpc.cllr.danmcnicol@gmail.com 07973694583 
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Appendix 3 

HOWARD MEMORIAL TRUST 

ANNUAL REPORT 

2012/2013 

The trust currently has £2018.24 in the account (see below).  During the financial year 

2012/13 the Trust has made grants towards the following 

 A donation towards the cost of an AED for West Horndon Primary School 

 A donation towards a stolen laptop which was used by a resident in volunteer work 

for WHPSPA 

 A donation towards the cost of Jubilee celebrations in the village. 

Donations to the trust during the year stand at £300. 

It was intended that the new administrator would work towards attracting donations from 

local and national businesses to increase the amount available for local causes.  However, 

changes to the way trusts are administrated, introduced by the bank, have made this 

impossible.  Currently the bank does not recognise the administrator and the two new 

signatories until legal work is carried out and this is underway. 

Therefore, fundraising and publicity for the trust have been put on hold until the issue is 

resolved. 

It was agreed to return to the original system of having two application windows and two bid 

approval meetings per year and these have been instigated/planned.  The administrator has 

revamped the form for use by applicants to ensure consistency in information provided and it 

is proposed this will be available on the website. 

 

 

Lynne Farquhar 

9th April 2013 
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Howard Memorial Trust     

April 2012 - March 2013     

      

Date  £ Income Expenditure  

1.4.12 Opening balance 2,268.24    

25.4.12 Grant towards laptop WHPSPA   100.00  

8.5.12 Grant towards Jubilee celebrations   250.00  

26.10.12 Donation from G Rudd  100.00   

17.1.13 Donation to West Horndon Primary   200.00  

7.3.13 Donation from Parish Council  200.00   

      

 TOTALS  300.00 550.00  

 Closing balance 2,018.24    

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

18 
 

 Appendix 4 

 Village Hall Report 

 

Firs 

Again this last year has been a good year for the hall.  The fees have managed to stay the 

same and we know that this helps a lot of our smaller clubs. We have not had any major 

decoration work done this year.  –IT has really just been ongoing maintenance to keep the 

hall up to scratch.  

We have again ran a couple of quizzes and social nights to help boost our funds these are 

always quite well attended  though we did have to cancel one at the end of last year through 

lack of interest – so if anyone has any ideas of any function we could put on then please let 

us know 

We feel the hall is in good condition and is in a good place with regards to bookings ect -   

our finances are as good as they have ever been and thanks our treasurer  for keeping all 

that in check 

As you know we all do our work on a voluntary basis and half our committee work full time 

so sometimes it is difficult to sort things out = but we do our best – the hall does take a lot of 

looking after as as we do not have a caretaker a lot of it does come down to the committee 

to sort out  

We have a busy time coming up with various things being done in the hall – in a couple of 

weeks time we are having to have 1 of the boilers replaced. 

During the summer  we are having the hall floor all resanded and resealed and that will 

hopefully make it look a lot better 

We are also going to purchase new chairs for the hall 

And we also hope to get the toilets refurbished – this will just be depending if we can get it 

done during the school holidays in the summer if not it will have to wait till next year. 

We are always open to suggestions in how we can improve the hall so please contact any of 

the committee to put your ideas forward. 

As a committee we are very proud of the hall and hope that everyone enjoys using the hall 

and that we can all enjoy using the hall for many years to come 

 

Tina Duffin – Village Hall Committee 

 


