
 

 

WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL 

Clerk: - Kim Harding – 27 Cadogan Avenue, West Horndon, Brentwood CM13 3TU 

Tel:  07722 843249  E-mail:  whpc.parishclerk@gmail.com   

www.westhorndonparishcouncil.org.uk 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 31st JANUARY 2019, AT 7.30 PM AT ST FRANCIS CHURCH, THORNDON 

AVENUE, WEST HORNDON, BRENTWOOD. 

In the chair:    Councillor McNicol 

Present:  Councillors Foan, Hannah and Suters 

Also attending: 6 members of the public, Cllr McKinlay (ECC) & Cllr Tierney (BBC) 

 

Clerk: Mr. K Harding 

 

PUBLIC FORUM 

 

It was noted that the memorial bench in West Horndon Park was becoming 

discoloured where rainwater was pooling on the seat.  Cllr McNicol advised 

that he had spoken with Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) about this.  It was 

agreed that the Clerk would contact Alan Marsh at BBC to ensure remedial 

work was undertaken.  

 

{Action – Clerk} 

 

Maurice Winch reported contact had been with West Horndon Scout Group 

that access through the land where the Scout Hut was sited would be 

required during the construction work being undertaken at West Horndon 

Primary School.  It was understood that the land would be used for the 

storage of materials and construction vehicles and would act as the 

Construction Site Office.  Suggestions had also been made that the wall on 

the boundary of the land would need to be demolished to allow access for 

vehicles and during the construction work the site would no longer be usable 

by the scouts.  This raised considerable concerns as this would affect the 

upcoming jumble sale on 13th April 2019.  Jumble sales provide a 

considerable source of income for the Scout Group.  It was agreed that Cllr 

McNicol would speak with Sandra Mate to ascertain the extent of the 

impending incursion onto the land where the Scout Hut was located.  

 

{Action – Cllr McNicol} 

 

19/01  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATION/NATURE OF  

  INTERESTS 
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Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Greer, Lister, Murphy 

(BBC) & Richardson and prospective Cllr Salmon.  Cllr Lister and prospective 

Cllr Salmon were on leave.  Cllrs Murphy and Richardson were unwell.  Cllr 

Greer continued to be taking a break from Parish duties.  Cllr McKinlay (ECC) 

had advised that she would be arriving late as she was required to attend 

another meeting.  

 

Cllr Richardson had declared a pecuniary interest regarding Planning 

Application No. 19/00012/FUL.  He would have played no part in the 

discussion regarding this case.  His absence made this unnecessary.  

 

19/02 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR 

 

 Cllr McNicol reported that a resident of West Horndon had indicated her 

willingness to serve on the Parish Council.  He proposed that Jeannette 

Suters be co-opted as a Parish Councillor.  This was agreed.  

 

 [Proposed Cllr McNicol, Seconded Cllr Hannah – All in favour] 

 

 Jeannette Suters signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the 

presence of the other Councillors.  

 

19/03 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 29th 

NOVEMBER 2018 

 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 29th November 2018 were 

authorised as a true record. 

   

[Proposed Cllr McNicol, Seconded Cllr Hannah – All in favour] 

 

19/04  CLERK’S REPORT/PROGRESS REPORT - Clerk 

 

It was noted that a response from C2C in response to various queries had 

now been received.  Improvements to West Horndon Railway Station would 

be undertaken in accordance with other improvements being carried out on 

the C2C line.  Works to the Booking Office were also planned.  The 

maintenance company responsible for pruning the trees/bushes at the 

western end of the Station Car Park had been contacted by C2C and 

cultivation work would be undertaken as a matter of urgency.  Unfortunately 

no improvement to disabled facilities was planned for West Horndon Railway 

Station.  C2C was to contact central Government to seek a grant to assist 

with improving disabled facilities at the Railway Station.   

 

First Bus Essex had been in contact via phone and email to clarify details 

regarding the complaints made about the 565 service.  However, a response 

was still awaited.  

 



 

 

Progress against other actions was shown in the distributed report.  Most 

actions had a bearing on items being dealt with later on the agenda.  Where 

appropriate any information discovered would be disclosed under the relevant 

agenda headings.   

 

19/05  FINANCE – Responsible Financial Officer  

 

It was agreed that the annual subscription to Essex Field Club would be 

renewed.  

 

[Proposed Cllr McNicol, Seconded Cllr Foan – All in favour] 

 

Payments for January 2019 were approved. 

 

[Proposed Cllr McNicol, Seconded Cllr Suters – All in favour] 

 

The Budget/Spend Analysis for the Parish Council for the financial year up to 

the end of January 2019 was noted. 

 

The bank reconciliation as at 3rd January 2019 was noted. 

 

19/06  BUDGET AND PRECEPT REPORT – Responsible Financial Officer 

 

A revised forecast outturn expenditure figure for 2018/19 of £31,959.62 was 

announced.  This coupled with (a) forecast expected income during the 

forthcoming financial year of £34,598.20; (b) the retention of a £30,000 

general reserve by the Parish Council; and (c) the creation of a contingency 

reserve of £14,714.48; allowed a budget of £91,000 for 2019/20 to be 

recommended for acceptance.  

 

[Proposed Cllr McNicol, Seconded Cllr Foan – All in favour] 

 

To finance the recommended budget, it was agreed the precept requirement 

for West Horndon Parish for 2019/20, to be notified to BBC, should be 

unchanged at £32,500. 

 

[Proposed Cllr McNicol, Seconded Cllr Suters – All in favour] 

 

  {Action – Clerk} 

 

19/07  INTERNAL AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS – Responsible Financial Officer  

 

It was agreed as the work undertaken by the appointed internal auditor for 

2018/19 met with approval, she would be asked if she was prepared to be 

engaged again.  

 

[Proposed Cllr McNicol, Seconded Cllr Foan – All in favour] 

 



 

 

  {Action – Clerk} 

 

19/08  PLANNING UPDATE – Cllr Foan 

 

19/00002/FUL – Land adjacent to 3, Thorndon Avenue, West Horndon – 

Proposed new detached bungalow.  

 

Cllr Foan explained that a number of planning applications for the 

construction of a detached bungalow on this piece of land had been 

submitted.  To date all had been refused.  The major concern regarding the 

building of a property at this location was access to and from the site.  The 

access would be extremely close to the junction of Thorndon Avenue with the 

westbound carriageway of the A127.  This was already an accident blackspot. 

To allow additional movement of vehicles in this vicinity would exacerbate an 

already dangerous situation.  To alleviate the necessity for vehicles to reverse 

from the proposed site, the developer had suggested that the frontage of the 

bungalow be combined with that of the adjoining property at 3, Thorndon 

Avenue.  This would allow in/out access via a circular drive.  However, Parish 

Councillors were still of the view that access would be too close to the 

junction of Thorndon Avenue with the A127. 

 

Other identified problems were (a) no consideration had been given to where 

construction traffic could be accommodated; (b) the developer was still 

subject to enforcement action at this site for the unapproved felling and 

pruning of two oak trees covered by an extant Tree Preservation Order; (c) 

passage over the proposed building land was still being advertised as an 

access road to secure passage to garages to be built at the rear of gardens to 

3, 5, 7 & 9 Thorndon Avenue; (d) what demand was there for a new property 

at this site given that 3, 5, 7 & 9 Thorndon Avenue had been marketed for 

sale for in excess of nine months; and (e) health and safety concerns existed 

for a property to be built so close to the London bound carriageway of the 

A127.  

 

It had also been reported that the proposed construction site had now 

trespassed onto Essex Highways land.  For the given reasons it was agreed 

that the Parish Council would request refusal of the planning application.  

 

[Proposed Cllr McNicol, Seconded Cllr Hannah – All in favour] 

 

{Action – Clerk} 

  

 19/00012/FUL – 191A, Thorndon Avenue, West Horndon – Conversion of 

existing garages into a study and bedroom.   

 

 Cllr Foan advised that the present garage doors would be ‘bricked up’ with 

the insertion of windows and appropriate internal reconstruction.  One minor 

concern was that the creation of another bedroom would create more demand 

for off street parking.  It was recognised that the property had a large front 



 

 

forecourt and this was not problematic.  It was agreed no objections would be 

raised.  

 

 [Proposed Cllr Foan, Seconded Cllr McNicol – All in favour] 

 

 {Action – Clerk} 

 

 18/01291/FUL – South Essex Golf and Country Club, Brentwood Road, 

Herongate – Proposed development of existing commercial building to 

provide 30 dwellings; replacement D2 facility (extension to existing 

clubhouse); and associated landscaping and car parking. 

 

 Cllr Foan confirmed that an appeal against the refusal of the above planning 

application by BBC had been made and was the subject of a Public Enquiry.  

This would commence on 12th February 2019.  It was agreed that the Parish 

Council’s views on the proposed works had been made known.  These would 

be available to the Public Enquiry and it was felt that no further submissions 

were required.  Cllr Foan stated that he would attend the start of the Public 

Enquiry and report back on any matters of interest.  

 

 17/01050/OUT – Tilbury Road, East Horndon – Outline planning permission 

for the demolition of buildings south of East Horndon Hall and creation of an 

industrial park.  

 

 Cllr Foan reported that he had attended the BBC Planning and Licensing 

Committee held on 30th January 2019.  He had spoken against the proposed 

industrial park arguing that it was inappropriate development on green belt 

land.  This view was also endorsed by BBC Planning Officers.  However, the 

application was only defeated by one vote.  This was primarily because a 

number of Conservative Councillors voted for acceptance of the planning 

application because it was a site highlighted for development within the draft 

Local Development Plan (LDP).  This was regarded as irresponsible 

behaviour.  

 

19/09 LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN/NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – Cllr McNicol  

  

 Cllr McNicol confirmed that the BBC Regulation 19 Consultation on the draft 

LDP was due to commence on 5th February 2019 and run until 12th March 

2019.  It was expected that relevant documentation would be made available 

on the BBC Website in suitable time.   

 

 The latest draft of the Thurrock LDP had raised the prospect of a 12,000 

home development south of West Horndon Station.  Cllrs McNicol and 

Hannah had meet with Thurrock Planning Officers and it was understood that 

this proposal was being driven by local developers.  Thurrock Council was of 

the view that the site was not deliverable due to flooding and access 

arrangements.  Also, the Council was keen that new housing should be for 



 

 

workers meeting employment needs within the borough rather than creating a 

commuter town.  

 

 The next meeting of the Neighbourhood Planning Committee would be 

arranged once the content of the Regulation 19 draft LDP was known.  

 

19/10  HIGHWAYS UPDATE – Cllr McNicol 

 

 Cllr McNicol advised that the long planned works outside the parade of shops 

in Chadwell Gardens were due to commence on 18th February 2019.  These 

works were expected to last 15 days.  

 

19/11  PARK UPDATE – Cllr McNicol  

 

 Cllr McNicol confirmed that the ditch at the rear of properties on the north side 

of Cadogan Avenue had now been cleared.  Work would commence on the 

pruning of the surrounding hedges shortly.  Enquiries would also be made 

regarding a suitable company for the installation of the benches to be 

purchased by the Parish Council. 

 

19/12 CHRISTMAS EVENT 2018 – Clerk 

 

 During the Christmas Event 2018 a gentleman had collapsed from a heart 

attack at McColl’s Store.  Thanks to the quick actions of Glenn Suters and 

Cllrs McNicol, Suters and Tierney (BBC), and use of the Village Hall’s 

defibrillator, the gentleman had responded to treatment.  Following an 

operation to fit stents, it was understood that he had been discharged from 

hospital and was making a full recovery.  Cllr Suters noted how the use of a 

defibrillator had saved a life and was making arrangements for suitable 

training to be made available for interested local residents.  

 

 The clerk reported that £472.86 had been received from the raffle and 

donations for the supplied food and drink.  A decision would need to be taken 

on which charity should receive funds.  

 

 It was agreed that the Clerk should look into the purchase of a banner for 

display on the Village Hall fencing.  This would ensure that prominent 

advertising of future Christmas Events took place.   

 

 {Action – Clerk} 

 

19/13 PARISH NEWSLETTER – Cllr McNicol 

 

 It was planned that the next Parish Newsletter would be issued in mid to late 

February 2019.  Cllr McNicol requested that any articles for inclusion in the 

newsletter be forwarded to him as soon as possible.  It was agreed that an 

article advertising the next Scouts Jumble Sale on 13th April 2019 would be 

included.  



 

 

  Cllr McKinlay (ECC) arrived at 8.30 pm.  

 

Cllr McKinlay (ECC) assured the meeting that documentation relating to the 

latest draft BBC LDP would be available on line w.e.f. 5th February 2019.  The 

uploading of a number of large files was proving time consuming.  

 

19/14  ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY – Clerk 

 

It was reported that (a) reimbursement of expenditure of £25.00 to Glenn 

Suters for the purchase of wine for the Christmas Event 2018; (b) expenditure 

of £200 to the Britannia Pipe Band for playing at the Christmas Event 2018; 

(c) approval of expenditure for December 2018 of £1,828.39; and (d) no 

objections in respect of the proposed construction of a new single storey 

stand-alone building to provide three new classrooms, with associated 

facilities, at West Horndon Primary School, Thorndon Avenue; had been dealt 

with under delegated authority since the last Parish Council Meeting held on 

29th November 2018.  Concern was raised that not enough thought had been 

given to the traffic situation arising from bringing increased numbers of 

children to and from school in respect of the new classrooms.  

 

19/15  REPORTS  

 

A report summarising planning applications dealt with by the Parish Council 

during 2018 and 2019 was presented.  

 

19/16  CORRESPONDENCE LIST  

 

  The correspondence list for January 2019 was noted.  

 

19/17  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

 

It was requested that the security of the gates to West Horndon Park be 

included on the agenda for the next meeting.  

 

19/18  NEXT MEETING 

 

The next meeting of West Horndon Parish Council is planned to take place on 

Thursday 28th February 2019 at St Francis Church, Thorndon Avenue, West 

Horndon.  

 

 

Kim Harding                                                        

Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer                                            19th February 2019 


