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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 28th FEBRUARY 2019, AT 7.30 PM AT ST FRANCIS CHURCH, THORNDON 

AVENUE, WEST HORNDON, BRENTWOOD. 

In the chair:    Councillor McNicol 

Present:  Councillors Foan, Hannah, Lister and Salmon 

Also attending: 8 members of the public 

 

Clerk: Mr. K Harding 

 

PUBLIC FORUM 

 

Dan Burridge advised that the local Scout Group had been requested to sign 

a licence by Essex County Council (ECC).  This was to allow use of the site 

upon which the Scout Hut is placed to permit expansion work at West 

Horndon Primary School to be completed in a safe manner.  It had been 

recommended that the Scout Group seek legal opinion before signing the 

licence.  Unfortunately, the Group does not have ready access to legal 

services.  It was asked whether the Parish Council would be able to provide 

any assistance.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would contact the 

Essex Association of Local Councils (EALC) to ascertain whether it would be 

possible to utilise the legal services of the Association.  

 

{Action – Clerk} 

 

West Horndon men’s football team had folded prior to Christmas 2018 and 

the largest of the football pitches within West Horndon Park was no longer 

being used.  However, it was understood that the team would re-form during 

the summer and the pitch would be utilised for the coming 2019/20 football 

season.  Trees that had recently been removed to allow the large pitch to be 

moved would not be reinstated.  New trees would be planted in the positions 

as agreed when the football pitch was moved.  

 

New flower beds had recently been dug in the western side of West Horndon 

Park.  ‘Peace’ roses were on order from Holland to be planted in these beds.  

 

Cllr McNicol was thanked for the lead article in the recently issued edition of 

the Parish Newsletter.  This article highlighted that Brentwood Borough 

Council (BBC) had issued its final draft of the Local Development Plan for 

consultation. 
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19/19  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATION/NATURE OF  

  INTERESTS 

 

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Greer, McKinlay (ECC), 

Murphy (BBC), Suters and Tierney (BBC).  Cllrs McKinlay and Murphy were 

unable to attend due to other work commitments.  Cllr Suters was on leave 

and Cllr Tierney was attending a social function.  Cllr Greer continued to be 

taking a break from Parish duties.   

 

No declaration of interests had been received.  

 

19/20 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR 

 

 Cllr McNicol reported that a resident of West Horndon had indicated her 

willingness to serve on the Parish Council.  He proposed that Gemma Salmon 

 be co-opted as a Parish Councillor.  This was agreed.  

 

 [Proposed Cllr McNicol, Seconded Cllr Foan – All in favour] 

 

 Gemma Salmon signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the 

presence of the other Councillors.  

 

19/21 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 31st JANUARY 

2019 

 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 31st January 2019 were 

authorised as a true record. 

   

[Proposed Cllr McNicol, Seconded Cllr Foan – All in favour] 

 

19/22  CLERK’S REPORT/PROGRESS REPORT - Clerk 

 

The outstanding action relating to the use of land on which the Scout Hut is 

sited was dealt with during the Public Forum.  Progress against other actions 

was shown in the distributed report.  Most actions had a bearing on items 

being dealt with later on the agenda.  Where appropriate any information 

discovered would be disclosed under the relevant agenda headings.   

 

19/23  FINANCE – Responsible Financial Officer  

 

Payments for February 2019 were approved. 

 

[Proposed Cllr McNicol, Seconded Cllr Foan – All in favour] 

 

The Budget/Spend Analysis for the Parish Council for the financial year up to 

the end of February 2019 was noted. 

 

The bank reconciliation as at 31st January 2019 was noted. 



 

 

 

19/24  REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS – Responsible Financial Officer 

 

An annual review of Standing Orders had been undertaken.  It was proposed 

that the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) Model Standing 

Orders dated March 2018 be adopted, subject to subsequent amendments 

issued by the NALC and one consideration as highlighted at the West 

Horndon Parish Council Meeting held on 22nd February 2018.  This 

consideration related to tasks to be undertaken at the Annual Parish Meeting.  

It was recommended that the wording of the relevant paragraph should be 

amended such that the listed tasks could be undertaken at the meeting, or at 

a more appropriate time during the following twelve months.  This amendment 

had previously been circulated to Parish Councillors for approval.  The 

revised Standing Orders were signed by the Chair.  

 

[Proposed Cllr McNicol, Seconded Cllr Foan – All in favour] 

 

  {Action – Clerk} 

 

19/25  PLANNING UPDATE – Cllr Foan 

 

An appeal to the Planning Inspectorate had been made in respect of the 

refusal by BBC to approve the application to redevelop the former indoor 

bowls club at South Essex Golf and Leisure Country Club for housing 

purposes.  Cllr Foan reported that he had recently attended a Public Inquiry 

on this matter.  The developers argued that allowing the appeal would assist 

BBC in meeting its central Government set housing requirement.  Cllr Foan 

reminded the meeting that West Horndon Parish Councillors had objected to 

the application due to potential flooding problems.  Whilst a flooding 

assessment had been undertaken for the site itself, no consideration had 

been given to the effect any steps taken would have on adjoining land.  Cllr 

Foan agreed to report on the outcome of the Public Inquiry in due course.  

 

19/26 LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN/NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – Cllr McNicol  

  

 Cllr McNicol advised that Cllr Richardson had felt it necessary to resign as a 

Parish Councillor due to changes in his personal and work life.  He was 

thanked for all work undertaken on behalf of the Parish Council.  It was 

unfortunate that Cllr Richardson had resigned as he had only just become a 

member of the Neighbourhood Planning Committee.  Cllr McNicol confirmed it 

was expected that two local residents would shortly be joining the 

Neighbourhood Planning Committee and that a meeting with BBC Officers 

would be taking place in the near future.  

 

 Cllr McNicol reported that he and Cllr Foan had attended a meeting on site 

regarded the proposed Dunton Hills Garden Village (DHGV).  The meeting 

had been arranged by CEG, the developers leading on the DHGV Project.  



 

 

The meeting was promotional in nature.  It was noted that surrounding local 

authorities are critical of the proposed DHGV development. 

 

19/27  HIGHWAYS UPDATE – Cllr McNicol 

 

 Cllr McNicol noted that the long planned works outside the parade of shops in 

Chafford Gardens had commenced.  He advised that the design for the 

revised parking arrangements was not supported by West Horndon Parish 

Council.  The new layout had been recommended by ECC.  

 

 Commuter vehicles had again been observed in Station Road close to the 

entrance to West Horndon Village and just beyond the yellow line restrictions.   

 It was agreed that Cllrs McNicol and Foan would discuss this matter with Cllr 

McKinlay (ECC).  The Clerk would investigate with BBC and ECC the 

situation regarding yellow line restrictions at this location.  

 

 {Action – Cllrs McNicol & Foan and Clerk} 

 

19/28  PARK UPDATE – Cllr McNicol  

 

 Cllr McNicol advised that the locking system for the park gates was 

malfunctioning.  Two residents had been requested to look at the problem 

and it was expected that the locking system would be repaired by the next 

Parish Council Meeting.  

  

 Cllr McNicol confirmed that work would commence shortly on the pruning of 

the hedges surrounding the Park.   

 

19/29 PARISH NEWSLETTER – Cllr McNicol 

 

 A new Parish Newsletter had just been issued.  Problems had been 

experienced in securing articles for publication.  It was agreed that Cllr 

Salmon would look at new sources for the writing of articles.  

 

  {Action – Cllr Salmon} 

 

19/30  ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY – Clerk 

 

It was reported that a donation of £472 to the British Heart Foundation from 

monies taken at the Christmas Event 2018 had been agreed under delegated 

authority since the last Parish Council Meeting held on 31st January 2019.  

 

19/31  REPORTS  

 

A report summarising planning applications dealt with by the Parish Council 

during 2018 and 2019 was presented.  

 

 



 

 

19/32  CORRESPONDENCE LIST  

 

  The correspondence list for February 2019 was noted.  

 

19/33  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

 

No items were put forward.  

 

19/34  NEXT MEETING 

 

The next meeting of West Horndon Parish Council is planned to take place on 

Thursday 28th March 2019 at St Francis Church, Thorndon Avenue, West 

Horndon.  

 

 

Kim Harding                                                        

Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer                                            5th March 2019 


